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1.  SpriMKfi<-Iil.  M.i-is.    I'irst  iliiirrli  of  Clnis-t. 


Entered  according  lo  Act,  ol  Coiigiess,  in  the  year  1875,  by 

WHITNEY^      ADA  .MS, 
In  the  ()nice  of  the  Liljraii.'ui  of  Congress,  at,  Wasliingtun. 


^  1 


rr.AKK  M  .  HKVAN  ANI>  C()>U'ANV, 

ELKcrit')  rvi'i;i;s,  riuxTKUs  and  iu.ndkus, 
sri;i>ui'"ii':i-i),  .m as,s. 


Srnixci FIELD,  July  1,  1875. 

1 1  ox.  1  fi:xm'  ]\roRni.'=; : 

/>'  '//•  Sir  : — Sluiring  tln'  feeling  sd  gcneriilly  expressed  tliroiigli 
•  Mir  rdiiiiiiunity.  lli;it  the  valuable  historical  paper,  euiitaiuijig  so 
iiiaiiy  i:iip"ri  ant  and  interesting  laets  eoneerjiing  tiie  lii.sLor}'  of 
tin-  !',         iin.ii  llir  'I'oN'v  n  >i)u'e  \i')-u,  [)re[)are(l       y(,m  dnr- 

1-  '  1        i.-i  igation.  and  listened  to  with  ><>  luueh  interest 
a-nt  '-Ncning  at  the  I'dr>t  1 'hnreh  in  this  eity,  slj-ould  he 
,  ^u.'nuanent  i'"r)n,  \vc  respectiully  solicit  a  co[)y  of  it 

K.  A.  Keej), 

[■:.  ^Vl(JJ^T, 

F.  A.  r>i;E\VEi:, 

I L r , I A  iM  P  Y X c  ir  o x' , 
>S.  Cr.  Lucking iiA.M, 


i  'T 


G  Eo  i; G i:  IslvAi i i i a^i. 
Elm  Alt  IjlaivE, 

11.  M.  TAlLSnXS, 

>S.  Os(;o()i>, 

WlLLIA31  IvlCE. 


SrKixGEiELD,  July  0,  1875. 

.Mkssus.  K.  a.  Reed,  E.  Wight, 

Samuel  l)OWLE.s,  and  others:-  ■  = 
' iutth  ;ii>:ii  : — In  deference  to  the  judgment,  e.\[»ressed  l)y  you, 
that  llu'  hist^irieal  address^  recently  delivered  h}'  me,  eontaijis 
fa<'ts  >ulliciently  important  and  interesting  to  renth'r  its  preserva- 
tion in  a  ]-ermanent  form  desiral)le,  I  yield  to  your  re(piest  for  its 
publication. 

EespectfuUy  yours, 

IIexry  Moiiias. 


Historical  Address. 


WiiKX  the  first  settlers  of  Spriiigfieldj  iiiider  the 
lend  of  Willuuu  Pyiielioii,  came  here  fruni  rioxbury 
ill  IGoG,  niid  founded  a  new  town,  they  brought  with 
them  the  religious  princi])les  which  had  induced 
them,  years  previous,  to  forsake  their  native  land 
iuvA  seek  a,  home  in  America.  Appreciating  tli''  im- 
portance of  a  Christian  church  and  a  Christian  min- 
istr\'  to  the  prosperity,  both  spiritual  and  tempcn'ak 
of  their  new  community,  they  early  made  provision 
for  their  estal)lishment. 

Accordingly  they  drew  np  and  signed  an  agree-' 
ment,  containing  liftcen  articles,  for  the  regulation 
of  their  town  affairs,  the  ilrst  of  Avhich  is  in  these 
words  :  AVee  intend  l)y  God's  grace,  as  soon  as  we 
can,  with  all  convenient  speede,  to  procure  some 
(Jodly  and  faithfull  minister,  with  whom  we  purpose 
to  joyne  in  church  covenant  to  Avalk  in  all  ihe  ways 
of  Christ."  This  agreement  bears  date  May  14,  IGoG, 
and  was  signed  as  an  original  document  by  eight  of 
the  twelve  settlers  who  lirst  came  here. 

Preciscl}'  at  what  time  this  piu'pose  was  accom- 
plished ]jy  the  organization  of  a  church,  no  record 
informs  us.  If  any  separate  record  was  kept  of  the 
trjinsactions  of  the  church  in  that  early  period  of  its 
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liistory,  it  wa.s  long  since  lost  or  desti-oycd.  None 
can  now  be  found  relating  to  transactions  oarlior 
than  January  1^7,  173-3.  There  can  little  (lou])t 
that  the.  church  was  oi'ganized  about  the  time  when 
llcY.  George  Moxon,  its  first  minister,  settled  here  in 
1G37.  in  that  year  he  came  to  this  country  iVoiu 
Yorkshire  in  England,  bringing  with  liim  a  A\  ife  and 
two  daughters.  He  had  been  educated  at  Siduey 
College,  in  the  University  of  Candu'idge,  where  he 
took  his  degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  in  1023.  Tie 
went  first  to  Dorchester,  perhaps  with  tlie  inteution 
of  making  that  place  his  lanne.  luit,  ad"ter  a  lu'ief 
sojourn  there,  he  was  induced  by  his  attachment  to 
i\rr.  Pynchon,  with  whom  he  was  iniinuite.  to  follow 
tliat  gentleman  io  Springfield,  and  to  jxx'ouie  the 
un*nisl(U' of  the  church  here,  lie  had  I'eceived  ordi- 
nation iu  England,  ar.d,  on  his  arrival  here  at  the  age 
of  thir(y-(lve  yeai's.  was  prepared  at  once  to  enter 
upon  the  work  of  the  ministr}'  with  this  people.  He 
I'emalned  here  the  pastor  of  this  church  (Ifteen  N'cars, 
till  the  year  lGo2,  Avhen  he  acconrpanied  Mr.  lA  u- 
chou  to  England,  from  which  n.either  of  them  ever 
retui'ned. 

Mr.  Pynchon  liad  written  a  book,  entitled  ^-The 
Meritorious  Price  of  our  Piedemptiou,"  the  theology 
of  which  was  distasteful  to  ilie  autlioi'ities  at  ])Oston, 
and  although,  luider  the  pressure  of  both  temporal 
and  ecclesiastical  censures,  Avhich  he  incuri'ed,  he  re- 
tracted or  modified  some  of  the  obnoxious  sentiments 
of  his  l)Ook.  the  book  itself  was  condennied  to  l)e 
burned  by  the  conunon  executioner  in  the  market 
place  at  Boston.* 

■*i\])pL'iii]ix  A. 
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IIow  far  the  personal  safety  of  Mr.  Pynclion  ^va>^ 
imperiled  l)y  tliese  })rocee(ruigs  is  not  clear.  He  Avas 
aeeusecl  oi"  lieresy,  and  the  teaching  of  heresj'  was 
then  a  ^'-rave  olfence  au'ainst  the  civil  law,  ^vhich  su])- 
jected  the  olfender  to  tidal  and  piiidshnient.  Thomas 
Dudley,  one  of  llie  sternest  Puritairs  ol"  lliat  age,  ^vas 
then  governor  of  the  colony,  (nid  not  lil-cdy  to  relax 
any  penalty  Avhich  the  hrw  Avould  (hanan(h 

iMr.  Pynchon  ^vas  ])eremptorily  summoned  to  aj)- 
pear  Ijefore  the  next  General  Court,  to  answer 
Avhether  he  ^vonld  own  this  hook,  printed  in  England 
nnder  his  name,  to  he  his  or  not,  and  iir  case  he 
should  acl^nowdedu'e  it,  then  the  court  declared  their 

purpose  ((sod  Avilling)  to  proceed  \\  ith  him  .accord- 
ing to  his  demerits,"  indess  he  should  siu'n  a  Avritteu 
retraction,  V\"hich  should  he  printed  and  dis|)ersed  in 
]Migland  as  well  as  here.  Mr.  Norton,  the  nunister  of 
Ipswich,  was  specially  appointed  to  air^vrer  the  IjooK', 
and  Pynchon  was  enjoined  to  tal;e  hoiue  with  him 
this  answer  and  consider  it.  Thinking  himself  ill- 
treated  in  this  ni<atter,  Mr.  Pynchon  left  this  town, 
wdncli  he  had  founded,  and  whicli  owed  its  growth  so 
much  to  his  care  and  enterprise,  and  Avith  his  son-in- 
law,  Henry  Smith,  returned  to  iMigland.  leaving  here 
a  son,  who  iu  the  se(|uel  succeeded  to  his  father's  of- 
lices  and  iniluence. 

At  this  distance  of  time,  and  in  the  ahsence  of  an} 
ecclesiastical  records,  it  is  exceedingly  ditlicult,  if  jiot 
impossihle,  to  form  an}'  ade(|uate  conception  of  the 
character  of  ?vlr.  JMoxon,  or  of  the  value  of  his  nunis- 
terial  lahors  in  this  clunxh.  From  the  declared  pur- 
pose of  the  first  settlers  to  procnre  ''-'some  godly  and 
faithful  minister,"  and  from  the  fact  that  he  liad  l^een 
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long  and  intimately  known  to  Mr.  .Pynclion,  it  may 
fairly  be  inferred  that  ^Ir.  Moxon  was  a  man  of  that 
stam[).  That  he  enjoyed  the  ('onddenee  and  iX'speet 
of  the  people  here,  is  manifest  from  the  fact  that  in 
April,  iO->S,  they  ehose  him  a  deputy  to  represent 
them  in  the  (General  Court  at  Hartford,  within  ^^■hi('h 
i urisdietio])  Springheld  Avas  then  thought  to  fall. 
Another  token  of  their  regard  is  found  in  the  elreum- 
stance  that  they  assigned  hiiu  a  home'  lot  of  neai'l}' 
double  the  usual  width,  and  in  .l(»o'J,  ]jy  a  voliuitary 
assessment  built  him  a  house  T)-")  l)y  l-")  feet  in  size, 
having  a  porch  and  studj^,  —  a  ('ommenda])le  example 
for  the  imitation  of  those  living  in  moi'e  modern 
times.  Li  this  house,  h^cated  on  tlie  Avesterly  side  of 
Main  street,  near  Avh.-'.t  is  mny  A^ernon  street,  the  ndn- 
ister  liA'ed  during  the  last  thirteen  years  of  his  resi- 
dence here,  a.nd  in  the  iirst  nu:^eting-house,  erected  in 
IG-lo,  a])out  where  the  large  elm  stands,  near  the 
soutli-easterl}'  corner  of  Coui't  Sipiare,  he  met  his  peo- 
ple, as  the}'  assendded  on  the  Sabl)ath  at  the  sound  of 
tlie  drum,  and  prochdnied  to  them  the  Avords  of  eter- 
nal life.  This  meeting-house  Avas  forty  feet  long  and 
twenty-live  feet  Avide,  and  fac;'d  south  on  the  one-j'od 
road,  leadinii'  to  the  tj-aiinnsj-lield  and  burlal-u'roiind. 
since  made  wider  and  culled  Elm  street.^'  It  hnd  two 
large  Avind(nvs  on  each  side,  and  one  smaller  one  at 
each  end;  one  lai'ge  door  on  the  soutlierly  side,  <ind 
two  snadler  ones;  it  had  a  sliingled  I'oof  —  a  rare 
thing  in  tliat  day — and  two  turrets,  one  designed  for 
a  bell,  the  other  for  a  Avatch  tower.  Among  the  peo- 
to  Avliom  ]Mr.  3,hjxon  ministered  and  whose  confi- 
dence he  e]ijo3'ed,  there  Avere  some  eminent  not  only 

*AppunilIx  n. 
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for  tlieir  piety,  but  i'or  tlieir  intelligence.  Williiun 
IVnclion  am]  his  son  John  Tynclion^  his  two  soiis-in- 
laWj  Henry  Smith  and  Kh/ur  llolj'oixe,  juul  the  two 
deacons  oE  tlie  church,  Samuel  Chapin  and  Sanniel 
Wright,  were  all  men  of  more  than  ordinary- ca[)a('ity, 
capable  of  cond noting  the  ^\'(M•shi|)  ol;  the  sanetuarjy" 
or  the  muni^'ipad  concerns  of  the  town,  iu  those 
days  there  was  accorded  to  the  clergymaji^  as  inei- 
dent  io  his  oHice,  a  degree  of  I'cspect  and  cojisidcra- 
tion,  amountiiig  almost  to  rcA'crence,  I'arely  ]uani- 
fested  at  present, 

I  find  recorded  in  the  private  I'ccord,  whi<  h  William 
Pynciion  kept  ot"  various  matters  tliat  came  luider  his 
(M)gnizance  as  ji  magistrate,  an  entry  in  his  lunul  un- 
der date  of  Septend)er  2  i,  Kilt),  of  a  trial  l)e[oi-e  him. 
and  a  jury  of  six  men,  which  is  interesting,  n(.)t  oidy 
as  llhistratiug  the  prinntive  chai'acter  of  litig;ition  in 
those  days  in  this  remote  settlement,  but  as  ;dso 
showing  the  kind,  of  supervision,  Avhich.  the  n.nnister 
exercised  over  his  peo[)le.  It  seems  tliat  John  AVood- 
cock,  one  of  the  earl}^  settlers,  of  a  litigious  turn, 
had  a  controversy  Avith  Ilenrv  (Iregory,  another  eai'ly 
settler,  about  some  hogs,  and  had  ]n"oug!it  two  suits 
aiz'ainst  (!rei!:orv  to  recover  dama'i'cs.  Idic  two  cases 
were  tried  before  Afr.  Pj'nchon  and  a  jury  of  six, 
comprising  Deacon  Samuel  AVright  and  five  other 
respectalde  inhabitmils.  The  jury  rendei-ed  a  verdict 
ni>'ainst  (ireiroi'v  in  each  action  for  sf)iue  2()  shillinLi\s 
and  costs.  The  recoi'(l  says,  Heni'}'  (J regory,  after 
the  verdict,  was  mncli  moved  and  s;iid:  '  I  mai'\'el  with 
what  conscience  the  jury  cau  gi\'e  such  damages; 
seeinge  in  the  case  of  Jolni  Seai'les  1  had  of  him  hut 
twenhv  shillings  for  three  slanders;  amd  he  added,  but 
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sucli  jui'ies  — '  lie  ^va,s  al)oiit  to  S|)c>a]<o  more,  ])iit. 
]\[r.  ]\!oxoii  liiiii  '  ta1vc  lieed,  tako  liccd,'  and  so  ^'ave 
liiiii  a  ^u'l'ave  admonition.  Prosently,  .after  the  admo- 
nition, Ilenrv  (Jreu'ory  aelvnowledii-ed  liis  fault  aiid 
earnestly  eraved  pardon,  and  promised  more  eai'e  and 
Avatelifulness  for  t}'me  to  eome  ;  and  so  rdl  the  jiiiy 
ae]cno\vledi;'ed  satisl'aetion  in  hope  of  reformation." 

It  was  not  always  in  the  ehai'acter  of  a  speetator, 
or  to  give  L!:rave  admonitions  to  imsneeessful  hut  irri- 
tated Iiti<;'ants,  that  Mr.  Moxon  attended  these  prim- 
itive eourts.  IFe  was  himself  at  one  time  an  inter- 
ested party,  .seekin;j;  to  A'Iniheai his  own  u'ood  name 
from  tlie  aspci'sions  of  a  slanderer.  It  was  on  tins 
wisij  :  The  same  John  AVh)odeoek  had  laid  a  lawsnit 
at  Uartfordj  in  Avhieh  ^Jr.  Ahjxon  was  a  witness  against 
him.  rrol)al)ly  Woodcoek  was  defeate<l  in  this  lliu't- 
ford  suit,  and,  ])eing  an  irnprineijded  fellow,  songht 
his  revenge  hy  eireid.ating  a  report  tliat  tlie  minister 
had  taken  a  false  oath.  This  produced  a  decided  sen- 
sation among  the  good  ]:)eople  of  this  plantation  of 
Agawjini,  as  Sj^ringfield  was  then  called.  AVoodccck 
was  snnnnoned  hy  warrant  to  appeiir  l)efore  Mr,  Pyn- 
chon,  the  magisti-ate,  to  answer  for  this  slander. 
Desirous,  if  possihle.  to  avoid  a  trial  ])efore  a  jury  of 
their  neighbors,  to  wliom  they  were  hoth  Avell  known, 
ho  desyred,"  as  the  old  Pynclioii,  record  states, 
''that  this  dilference  might  ])e  tried  hy  a  private  hear- 
inge  jjcloNV  in  the  Iviver — meaning  at  AVindsor  or 
Ilartfoi'd,  these  heinir  then  the  nearest  settlements 
down  tlie  river.  jMr.  Moxon,  continues  the  record, 
referred  hiriiself  to  the  judgment  of  y"  ])lantation 
present  whetlier  it  Avere  htter  to  he  heard  hy  a  jn'ivate 
refferencc  below  in  the  river^  cr  tryed  here  publickly 
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by  a  Jury.  Tlie  general  A^oat  ol  tlic  plantation  is 
that,  seeing  the  matter  is  pnljlilc,  it  slionld  be  publikly 
herd  and  tryed  here  ])y  a  'hivj.  Liljcrt}'  is  granted 
to  John  AVoodcoeke  to  prcxhice  hi^  Avitnesses  against 
tliis  daj^  fortinght  being  the  20  oi  December.  Al^o 
at  the  said  tyme  Jo.  \Voodeoel:e  is  warned  to  answer 
for  his  langhinge  in  sermon  tyme:  this  dav  at  the 
Lecture.  Also  he  is  then  to  answer  inv  his  misde- 
mcnor  of  idlenesse."  The  trial  of  this  iuiportant  suit 
was  afterwards  deferred  to  the  2nd  of  January,  at 
which  time,  Mr.  jVhjxou  produced  the  testiuion\'  of 
five  witnesses,  and  the  jury  rendered  .a  verdict  in  his 
favor  for  £C)  lo.s.  4r/. 

In  the  absence  of  any  church  records,  thei'e  exist 
no  m;itei'ials  for  a  biography  of  the  iirst  minister  of 
this  church  for  the  next  eleven  }'(\ars.  It  may  faiily  be 
presumed  that  he  was  engaged  duiang  this  period  in 
the  ordinarj'  (hities  of  a  pastor,  enjoying  the  res]>ect 
of  his  people,  sharing  in  their  joys  anal  sympathizing 
in  their  sorrows,  preaching  to  them  ori  the  Sa])bath, 
'  morning  and  aftcruoon,  b>esides  deli\'ering  the  usual 
lecture  every  Thursday,  at  half-past  ten  in  tlic  foi\^- 
noon.  In  addition  to  tlie  faniil}'  whicli  he  brought 
Avith  him,  when  he  first  came  here,  he  had  thi'ee  clsil- 
dren  boiai  to  him  here  —  all  sons,  lie  had  certainly 
three  older  children,  one  a  son,  bearing  his  father's 
Christian  name,  and  following  his  fathei''s  vocation 
afterwards  in  England.  There  were  also  two  daugh- 
ters, jNLirtha  and  lAcbeckah.  These  two  girls  passed 
through  an  experience  that  Avas  remarkable  even  in 
their  day,  and  appears  stranger  still  to  ns.  In  fact 
they  became  the  early,  if  not  the  A^ery  first  victims, 
as  Avas  supposed,  of  that  delusion  Avhicli  for  a  time 
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created  an  intense  excitement  in  tlie  Massacluisetts 
colony,  iind  culminated  in  the  most  fearful  tragedies, 
connected  witli  the  famous  Salem  Avilclicral't.  One 
Mar}'  Parsons,  wife  oi'  Hugh  Parsons,  wlio  lived  ((iiite 
at  the  south  end  of  Main  street,  was  suspec  ted  of 
having  hewitciied  these  two  girls.  She  had  killed  her 
own  child,  and  was  prohahh'  deranged.  Tier  strange 
conduct  was  ascribed  to  her  familiarity  with  the  evil 
one,  and  some  disorders,  real  or  imaginaiy,  ^vith 
which  Mr.  Moxoii's  daughters  were  alllicted,  were  im- 
puted, in  accordance  ^vith  the  })re vailing  su[)ei:stition, 
to  Mai-y  Parsons,  as  an  agent  of  the  devil.  Slie  was 
accordingly  couunitted  to  prison,  charged  with  witch- 
craft and  the  murder  of  her  OAvn  child ;  for  both 
which  offences  she  Avas  tried  before  the  General  Court 
at  Boston.  1  Ond  this  ivh]  recorded  in  the  Colony 
records  under  date  ol"  loth  May,  IG-Vl,  in  these  words: 
iMary  Parsons,  wile  to  Hugh  Parsons  of  Springfield, 
l)eing  comnutted  to  prison  for  suspition  of  witchcraft, 
as  also  for  murdering  her  owne  child,  was  this  da}' 
called  forth  and  iiidited  for  witchcraft."  Then  fol- 
lows the  indictment:  ''By  the  name  of  Mar\' Parsons, 
you  are  heere  before  the  Gennerall  Coui't,  charged,  in 
the  name  of  the  Connnonwealth,  that,  not  having  the 
feare  of  (h)d  before  \'oui'  eyes  nor  in  your  heart,  be- 
ing seduced  ])y  the  divill,  and  yeilding  to  his  malitioua 
motion,  about  the  end  of  Pebruarv  last  at  Snringfield, 
to  have  familliarity,  or  consudted  with  a  familhar 
spirrit  making  a  covenant  with  him,  and  have  used 
divers  divilish  practises  by  witchcraft,  to  the  hurt  of 
the  persons  of  jNIartha'  and  Pebeckah  ]\Ioxon,  against 
the  worde  of  God,  and  the  lawes  of  this  jurisdiction 
long  suice  made  and  published."       To  which  indict- 
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nient  slie  pleaded  not  guilty:  all  evidences  jjronglit  in 
against  lilr  l)eing  heard  and  examined,  tlie  Couil  found 
the  evidences  ^vere  not  snllicient  to  proove  liir  a  witcli^ 
and  therefore  she  Avas  cleei-ed  in  that  res])ect/' 

What  part  Mr.  jMoxon  took  in  tliis  pi'osecntion  i> 
not  Ivnown.  That  lie  sj^nipatln/A'd  with  liis  children 
in  their  siih'eri ngs.  and  l)elievcd  in  the  reality  of  the 
demoniacal  inlhience,  to  wdiicli  the  common  super- 
stition of  the  times  ascril)ed  them,  can  hardly  Ijc 
douhted.  It  Avas  a  weakness  that  infected  some  of 
the  stronu"est  minds  of  that  acre.  Pro])ahlv  he  was  a 
promoter,  if  not  tlie  originator  of  the  prosecution  of 
tlie  sup])Osed  wdtcli,  and  when  that  failed,  and  slie 
was  ac([uitted  of  the  charge,  it  produced  in  his  mind 
a  discontent  with  liis  situation,  wdiich,  concurring  wiIIl 
the  tr()ul)les,  tliat  liad  arisen  hetween  his  friend,  Mr. 
Pynclion,  and  the  C^eneral  Court,  induced  Mr.  Moxon 
to  accompany  PN'nchon  to  England  in  ir)o2,  taking 
his  family  with.  him.  TIuis  ended  his  ministry  here. 
A  poet  of  that  day  has  left  to  us  the  following  trilnile 
to  Mr.  i^loxon's  character,  writfc^n  sliortly  l)efore  his 
dcpartnrc,  in  which  may  he  detected  an  allusion  to 
the  pccidiar  domestic  visitation,  that  made  the  last 
year  of  the  minister's  residence  in  Springfield  so  vni- 
happy: 

"  As  Ihou  wiUi  strong  and  alile  parts  art  made 
'J'liy  person  stont,  with  tojl,  ami  l;ibour  shall 
Witii  help  of  Christ,  Ihroiigli  diUioultie.s  wade. 
'J'lii'n  sjtend  for  hun  ;  spare  not  lliyself  at  all. 
AVlnin  errors  cn.wd  rlose  to  thyself  and  friends, 
Talve  up  truth's  sword.  Irille  not  time  for  why. 
Christ  called  his  peojde  hither  for  those  ends 
To  t<dl  the  world  that  Bubel's  fall  is  nigh, 
And  that,  his  ehurdies.'  through  tlu^  world  shall  spread 
^laugro  the  might  of  wieluHl  men  and  devils, 
'I'h.'n  .Moxon.  tliou  nei'(L-t  not  at  all  to  dread, 
I'.ut  tie  avenged  on  Satan  for  his  evil-;. 
Tliy  l.ord  Ciuist  will  under  tliy  feet  liiui  tread." 
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I'lio  departure  of  lliree  such  men  ms  AVillhuii  Pyii- 
elioiij  Henry  Snn'tli^  his  son-'ni-law^  aiid  Air.  oMoxon, 
Avas  a  serious  loss  lo  the  eiun  eh  and  the  town.  There 
is  a  tradition,  mentioned  hy  Mr.  ]>reek  in  ids  ceiduiy^ 
sermoUj  that  it  eauje  near  to  breaking  u]>  the  setlk;- 
ment.  ]]ut  the  shock,  thoiigli  severe,  Avas  not  fatal. 
Neither  tlie  temporal  nor  the  spiritual  prosjierity  of 
this  })eople  suffered  any  j^ermanent  check.  The  wise 
leadership,  that  had  l)eeu  exercised  f)y  the  elder  Tyn- 
elion,  was  devolved  u])on  his  son^  John,  then  a  young 
man  of  twent-y-six,  of  sterhhig  ([ualities,  through  all 
that  centur}^  and  down  to  tlie  time  of  his  death,  main- 
tjuned  an  influence,  not  only  in  S[)ringneld,  but  in  all 
this  region,  that  justly  entitled  him  to  the  a.ppellation 
])y  Avhich  he  is  distinguished  in  the  record,  '*  tlie  a\  or- 
shi])ful."  Nor  Avej'e  the  religious  interests  of  the 
people  neglected.  The  deacons,  Chapin  and  Wright, 
Avitli  Elizur  Iloh'olce,  son-in-law  of  William  iVnchon, 
Avere  pious  and  capable  men,  and  the  people  gathered 
in  their  sanctuary,  as  they  had  been  accustotiied  to 
do  before,  to  hear  the  Avord  of  God  expounded  by 
them.  In  February,  lGo3,  less  than  five  inonths  after 
Mr.  Moxon's  departure,  1\q\.  William  Jlosford  was 
preaching  here  as  a  suppl3\  Precisely  Avhcn  his  la- 
bors here  began,  and  Avhen  they  ended,  is  not  known. 
His  stay  did  not  exceed  one  year  at  the  longest.  He 
Avas  succeeded  by  IIqy.  William  Thompson,  A^ho  grad- 
!uated  at  Harvard  College  in  IGoo,  and  is  supposed  to 
have  l)een  the  son  of  a  minister  of  the  same  name  at 
Braintree.  He  Avas  here  in  November,  lO-jo.  On  the 
loth  of  that  month,'  the  town  records  say,  ''At  a 
toAvn  meeting,  it  Avas  voted  and  concluded  y^  ]\[r. 
Thompson,  during  his  continuance  a  preaching  min- 
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ister  ill  S})i'i]igfiel(l,  sluill  possess  and  enjoy  y"^  Towne 
house  lot  and  housing  *  *  *  Avhich  rornicrly  y'- 
towne  l)oiii;ht  of  IMr.  Moxon."  ^'As  a]s(j  tlwv  ink'nd 
hy  }•'' help  of  (lod  to  continue  Mr.  ThompsoiTs  nialn- 
tenanee  C-lO  pr  annum  and  to  give  liini  a  jiareel  of 
ground  l)y  I'eason  oi"  tlie  ina))ihty  oi'  y""  towue  to  in- 
crease his  maintenance." 

^.riiis,  ahhough  perhaps  a  ]i])eral  sabuy  for  tliosc 
da}'Sj  did  n.ot  insure  Mr.  Thompson's  '^'(aitiuuance  as 
a  preaching  minister"  for  a  verj'  hmg  ])erio(h  He 
left  his  people  undei'  such  cii'cumstances  as  led  the 
town,  on  the  l^dth  March,  1(300,  to  pass  the  following 
vote  to  provide  for  tlie  supply  of  its  spiritual  needs: 
"It  is  agreed  hy  joynt  consideration  of  y""  Plantation 
that  seeing  Mr.  Thompson  hath  deserted  this  Planta- 
tion and  soe  Ave  are  left  destitute  in  respect  of  any 
nn'nistiy  of  y''  word  for  contiuiarnce,  tliat  therefore 
these  persons  under  written  shall  take  couusel  anumg 
themselves  what  course  ma}^  he  taken  for  a  su})pl3'  in 
y-'  Avork,  and  that  they  shall  take  that  course  that  to 
them  shall  seem  good  l)y  sending  a])road  for  ad\'ice  in 
this  matter;  and  soe  according!}^  they  shall  give  in- 
formation to  the  town  w^  they  laive  done  or  think 
convenient  to  he  done.  The  pei'sons  hereunto  chosen 
arc  Mr.  Pynchon,  Deacon  Chapin,  (Jeorge  Colton, 
Benjamin  Cooley,  Deacon  AVriglit  and  h]li/ur  Ilol- 
yoke."  "It  was  further  voted  and  agreed,"  continues 
the  record,  "'  that  whereas  yesterday  l)eing  the  liord's 
day  Deacon  Wright  was  chosen  to  dispense  the  Avord 
of  God  in  this  place  till  some  other  should  he  gott  for 
y^  Avorke,  y^  deacon  Wright  sliall  have  for  his  lal)or  in 
y""  employment  50"''  y'^  month  for  such  tyme  as  he  at- 
tends on  y"  said  Avork." 
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Good  Deacon  Wriglit,  who  had  settled  here  in  li\?>i), 
and  liad  heen  one  of  tlie  deacons  of  this  clmieli 
throiiLi'h  all  the  suhscMnient  A'ears  of  Mr.  ]\h)X()n\s 
niinistryj  did  not  continue  long  to  "dispense  the 
Avord  "  in  S|)ringfleld.  Soon  after  the  passage  of  tliis 
votOj  he  einigrated  Avith  his  i'annly  to  Northampton, 
Avhere,  on  the  17th  of  Octoher,  1()C)5,  he  died,  as  the 
record  says,  "  when  asleep  in  his  chair."  Deprived  of 
the  ministrations  of  Deac(jn  Wri'dit  hv  liIs  removal  to 
another  field  of  nsefnlness,  the  town  voted  in  Fe])rii- 
ary,  liioT, that  Mr.  llollyock  and  Henry  Burt  shonld 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  Sal)l)a(h  in  this  ])lace,  hut 
in  case  that  throngh  any  })rovidence  of  (hxl  either  of 
them  shonld  he  disenahled  that  decon  Cha|)in  should 
supply  that  present  vacjinc}^"  A  little  later,  in  No- 
vend)er,  lOoT,  the  record  says,  "Mr.  llolyoke  is.made 
choise  of  to  cari*y  on  y^  work  of  Sa])l)atli  once 
every  Sahl)ath  day  winch  he  accepts  of.  Mr.  Pyn- 
chon  is  made  choise  of  for  one  part  of  y*^  day  once 
a  fortniiilit  w''  he  will  endeavoi'  to  in  t  \ine  hyreadinLi: 
notes  and  somewhat  of  his  owne  meditations  till 
March  next.  Deacon  Chapin  and  Henry  Burt  are 
made  choise  of  to  carry  on  y^  other  p^  of  y"^  da}'  otice 
a  fortnight." 

ITowever  ])rontahle,  in  a  spiritnal  point  of  view, 
tlu;  lahors  of  these  intelligent  iaymen  may  have  ])een, 
the  chnrcli  still  aimed  at  securing  the  sei'vices  of 
some  "  tJodly  and  faithful  miiuster,"  who  should  he- 
come  its  permanent  pastor.  Nor  vras  it  long  hefore  a 
voinnx  man  Avas  found  Avliose  ministrations  Avere  so 
acceptal)l(',  that  the  })(X)ple  Avith  great  nn;rninnty  ex- 
tended to  him  a  call.  This  was  Mr.  Samuel  Hooker, 
a  son  of  Be  v.  Thomas  Hooker  cf   Hartford,  Avhom 
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Cotton  ^latlier  styles  the  Liglit.  of  tlio  Western 
CInux'hes  and  Pillar  of  Connecticut  Colony/'  IsJw 
Hooker  was  first  employed  to  snpply  tlie  [)nlpit  for  a 
period  of  three  months,  Avith  especial  refei'cnce  to  his 
settlement.  The  record  is  verj'  eomplimentary  to  the 
candidate.  It  reads  as  follov  s  :  ^'At  a  Towne  meet- 
ing Feh.  7,  T)o8 (or  l  ()ol)  according  to  the  pi'csent 
division  of  the  year)  There  Avas  a  fnll  and  unani- 
mons  acceptance  of  ^Ir.  IIooi<er  to  dis[)unse  y''  ^vord 
of  (h)d  lo  lis  ;nid  Avhereas  he  at  present  ^vi^  not  cer- 
tainh'  inii'aLre  to  us  lonirer  th;ni  o  months.  llie 
To^vne  doe  agree  and  ingiige  to  gi\'e  or  allow  him 
20^''  pr  y^  sd.  Three  months  w"'  all  manifest  tlieire 
desires  ..^  hopes  of  his  further  continuance  among  us 
l)eing  Avilhn.g  to  continue  a^^  like  further  allo\vance 
upon  his  further  continuance  w^''  ns.  And  IVn- 
chon,  Mr.  IIoIn'oI^c  &  Deacon,  Cluij)in  were  appointed 
to  signitie  y"  Towne's  mind  desires. to  ?dr.  Ifoolcer. 
wdio  accordingly  did  it  i!s:  Mr.  !h)oker  manifested  his 
willingness  to  lielp  ns  three  months  as  aforesaid  -Iv:  for 
y""  present  coidd  resohe  iioe  furthei',  l)ut  his  coming 
to  a  resolution  should  take  rise  from  this  tvme."  It 
is  said  of  Mr.  Hooker  that  he  Avas  ^*  an  (uiimat(Ml  and 
pious  divine,  an  excellent  ])reacher,  his  coiuposition 
good,  his  address  patlietic,  warm,  and  engaging."  In 
preparing  his  sermons,  as  he  told  a  friend,  he  niade 
it  a  rule  to  do  three  thinirs,  '-write  them,  connnit  them 
nnto  liis  memoi'v.  and  ii:et  them  into  his  heart."  r)Ut 
in  the  providence  of  God,  Mr.  Hooker  was  iiot  to  ])e 
the  pastor  of  this  church.  For  reasons  which  do  not 
appear,  he  preferred  another  field  of  lahor,  and  went 
to  Farnnngton,  Conn.,  v/here  he  was  installed  pastor 
of  that  chur(di,  In  July,  ICOl. 
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Tlic  siminiGr  of  ]  <')-V.)  round  this  cliurcli  si  ill  witli- 
out  a  pastor.  Seven  yonrs  had  eln[)scd  sinrc  the  ('k'- 
])artui'e  of  jlr.  ]Moxon,  and  nil  the  elfoils  of  the  peo- 
})le  to  seeiire  a,  settl('(]  ministry  had  proved  ah(;rti\T. 
It  canirot  he  douhted,  liowever,  that  ^\'ith  excry  new 
fnilnre,  thuy  reeurred  to  th'Mr  Avell-rpi.alilied  layiiK  ii, 
and  that  the  ^vo]'(l  of  Cod  was  di<[)enscM]  "  and  the 
^vork  ol;  the  Sahhath  carriLMl  on"  a^  l)ef()re.  Ar- 
eording  to  ^Ir.  Breek.  ^Ir.  Pclatiah  (Ilox'erwas  Irjre 
early  in  July,  ]()'VJ,  and  preaehed  his  first  sermon, 
Jul}'  -J,  from  Jer.  4:  I-l.  lie  Avas  at  lirst  cnL^'agcd  for 
one  year,  hut  afterwards  tiecupted  a  more  ])ermanent 
relation.  Aeeording  to  that  learned  antiipiary.  Jair.es 
SavaL^e,  ^Fr.  (do\'er  was  ordained  as  the  si'cond  min- 
ister o[  S])ring(ield.  June  IS,  IhOl.  l>ut  as  the  town, 
as  eai'ly  as  Deeemher  12,  ItiliO,  mad(^  jn'ovlsitm  for 
his  maintenanee  here,  as  for  its  settled  ministei',  as- 
signing to  him  the  nse  oC  the  ininlstry  houso  and 
land,  and  stipulating  for  \u<  su])[)ort  the  ])a}'nicnt  of 
a  yearly  salary  of  CSO,  to  eonnueuee  from  (he  l*'Mh  of 
Sept(Mnher,  ](»('.(),  to  this  last  (hite  ])erhaps  his  settle- 
ment should  he  referred.  Mv.  (Jlover  was  the  son 
of  John  (dover,  an  earl}'  and  j)rounncnt  settlor  of 
Dorrhester.  lie  j-eeoived  his  education  at  Hiu'vard 
College,  hut  did  not  take  his  degree  there.  He  was 
not  far  from  twent \"-f()ur  j'ears  of  age,  when  he  com- 
meneed  his  lahors  as  the  nnnislor  of  this  town.  He 
was  settled,  as  all  nninsters  tlion  and  for  manv"  years 
aft(M'wa.rds  were  settled,  for  life,  and  for  n.ioi'e  tlani 
thirt\'  }'oars  he  performed  here  the  duties  of  the  i;as- 
toral  orfic'c\  There  ]iow  exist' no  materials  for  a  })er- 
sonal  hiography  of  ^Fr.  (dover  or  a  detailed  hislor\-  of 
the  church,  while  he  was  its  ininistei'. 
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There  were  some  stirriiipi;  events  during  tliis  period, 
events  tlie  like  of  Avliicli  Lave  never  l)een  M'ilnessed 
here  during  the  ministry  of  any  otiier  man.  Jt  vas 
a  day  of  terror  and  trouble,  vdien,  on  tlie  fifth  of  ()e- 
tol)er,  l()7-'>,  old  style,  tlie  Spriugdeld  Indians,  till  tlien 
peaceful  juid  friendly,  having  admitted  to  their  fort 
on  Long  Hill,  a  body  of  King  Phibp's  hostile  Lidians, 
nuited  with  them  in  a  sudden  and  inurderous  attack 
npon  tliis  settlement.  Notihed  by  a  messenger  fronr 
Windsor,  who  arrived  at  midnight,  that  tliis  place  was 
to  1)0  attacked,  most  of  the  inlialntants  ikMl  to  the  for- 
tified hous()s,  ])ut,  seeing  no  iunuediate  movement,  tlie 
first  (darm  had  partially  su])sided,  and  some.liad  re- 
turned to  their  own  houses.  Of  this  nru]d)er  was  Mr. 
Glover,  who  hiul  moved  his  family  and  his  'Mirave" 
library,  as  IFubl^ard  calls  it,  to  a  place  of  safety,  but, 
deeming  tlie  alarui  groundless  and being  iui])atient 
for  waut  of  his  books/'  had  moved  the  latter  back 
again  to  his  own  house.  Couiparatively  few  of  the 
settlers  lost  their  li\'es,  but  the  destruction  of  build- 
iugs  and  jn'Operty  was  great.  About  thirt\'  liouses  and 
tweutA'-(ive  barns,  Avith  their  contents,  Avere  burned. 
I'lie  house  of  iMr.  (!lo\'er  Avitli  his  A^aluable  library  was 
consumed.  The  meeting-house,  Avhich  av;is  fortified, 
escaped  tlie  conlhigration.  Great  distress  prevailed. 
The  people  wei"e  disconrt^ged.  and  entertained  the 
idea  of  abandoning  the  settlement  altogether,  as  too 
much  exposed  to  the  hicursions  of  the  savages. 
Souic  actually  left,  but  the  greater  ])art  of  the  inhab- 
itants, encouraged  by  the  s\'mpathy  and  aid  of  the 
colonial  ^TJAX'rnment,  and  trustiuLi:  in  the  care  of  an 
OA^erruling  Providence,  deteriuined  to  hold  on.  A  let- 
ter of  John  Pynchon  to  his  son,  thcui  in  Euglaiid,  Avrit- 
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toil  aljoiit  t^vo  weeks  after  this  calamit}',  Ijrearlies  a 
spirit  of  fervent  piet^^  and  sii]jiiiissioii  to  tlie  Divine 
will.  Jonathan  ]>ur{,  tlien  (m*  soon  after  a  deaeon  of 
the  elun-ch,  in  a  Ijrief  narrative  of  tlie  facts  entered 
upon  a  (Ij^-leaf  of  the  records  wliich  is  sl<rned  -^lon- 
athan  I^urt  an  eye  witness  of  tlie  same,"  recoo:ni/,cs 
devoutly  tlie  good  providence  of  Cod  in  preserving 
the  lives  of  tlie  people. 

An  event,  of  importance  to  the  cliurch,  that  oc- 
curred a  few  days  after  the  hurning  of  tlie  town,  was 
the  death  of  Deacon  Samuel  Chapin,  wliich  took 
]d;u*e  on  the  11th  of  November  of  the  same  year. 
From  a  veiy  early  pei'iod^  he  had  Ihhmi  one  of  the 
deacons  of  this  chiu'ch,  one.  of  its  most  useful  and  in- 
thiential  nieni1)er8.  Savage  •^^alls  him  "a  man  of  dis- 
tinction/' and  when  vre  consider  the  responsil)ie  trusts 
reposed  in  him  ])y  the  church  and  the  government, 
the  appellation  seems  highly  appropriate.  Tfe  was  not 
only  associated  with  I\lr.  Pynchon  in  the  administra- 
tion of  the  temporalities  of  the  town,  but  he  was  one 
whom  the  clunx'h  desiLrnate<l  often  to  can-y  on  the 
work  of  the  Sabbath.  The  loss  of  such  a  man,  occur- 
ring as  it  did  so  soon  after  the  great  calamity,  must 
Iia\e  been  deepl}' felt.  Hie  deacons  during  the  re- 
mainder of  Mr.  (Hover's  pastorate  appear  to  have 
been  Jonathan  Burt,  already  named,  and  Benjamin 
Parsons.  Deacon  Parsons  died  in  PiSl),  and  was  suc- 
ceeded in  odice  by  John  flitchcock.  Deacons  Burt 
and  nitclicock  sur\  ived  Mi*.  Cdover  more  than  twenty 
years.  Hitchcock  held  the  military  olllce  of  ensign 
and  lieutenant,  in  addition  to  tliat  of  deacon,  lie  and 
])eacon  ]birt  were  both  men  of  some  note.  Both  ha\  e 
representatives  in  this  church  among  their  descendants. 
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Soon  nfler  tlio  dostriietioii  of  tlie  town  ])y  the  In- 
dians in  ](»7o,  the  original  ineeting-liouse,  wliicli  had 
escaped  tlie  (lames,  Avas  taken  do^vn  and  ii  larger  and 
more  eonimodious  structure  erected  further  A\est, 
mosth'-  if  not  Avholly  Avithin  the  limits  of  Avhat  is  now 
Court  S([uare,  very  near  its  south-western  angle.  iL 
was  ])uilt  in  1077.  A  verj^  strong  attachment  su])- 
sisted  l)etween  Mr.  Glover  and  his  people.  In  WU')!), 
finding  himseU'  straiteiied  in  his  nnnms  of  living,  on 
account  of  the  smallness  of  his  salary,  3'et  aware  of 
the  inalnlity  of  the  people  to  increase  it  at  tliat  time, 
he  addressed  to  them  a  communication  in  whidi  he 
expressed  his  desire  to  remove  to  another  held  of  la- 
hor  on  that  account. 

To  this  the  town,  l)^'  the  hand  of  'Mr,  ITolyoke,  sent 
the  following  re[dy : 

"     : — Wee  are  much  affected  Avith  this  sad  pi'ovi- 

dence  1)\'  tins  motion  of  Aours  for  leavinLi:  us,  and  tlie 
1  .  .         "  .... 

'  rather  1)einire  sensible  of  our  general  ina])ilitv  to  in- 
i  .  '  .    ,   - , 

I  crease  }'our  stipend  at  3'*^  jvresent  h\'  reasoir^  of  '  Jod\s 

I  hand  Tipon  us  l)y  tlie  flood  and  blast,  and  at  such  a 

tyme  as  Ave  Ikia'C  taken  in  hand  the  building  of  a  house 

for  A'ou,  Avlii(di  through  the  help  of  (hod  avc  shah  goc 

on  Avith,  the  cost  Avhereof  Avill  l)e  neere  one  hundred 

pounds  to  us,  l)esides  tlie  .C8(.)  of  y''  stipend  w*'''  ])y  the 

Lord's  assistance  Avee  shall  endeavour  punctually  to 

present  and  make  good  in      Ijest  manner  A\'e  can,  not- 

Avitlistandinig  all  the  diflicult^s  of  the  j^are  av'''  doe 

retard  our  doing  further  or  more  at  preseiit  :  but  A'et 

if  the  Lord  ena])le  ns,  Ave  shall  for  future  according  a.s 

y''  needs  call  for  it,  enlarge  and  doe  to  our  ntmost 

ability,  and  that  according  as  (Jod  shall  1)less  us:  that 

soe  you  may  live  hoinn-abl}'  and  Avilhout  distraction 
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in  ^•olll'  eiiiployineiit.  .Viid  we  iiili'oat  your  jiccopt- 
ance  of  IIicsl'  our  SN'iiserc'  iiitrnt ions,  and  the  mani- 
i'cstalions  of  your  love  and  alT('('(ions  to  us  I)}'  3'''  clieer- 
ful  going  on  in  y'"  ministerial  ^vorlc  in  tliis  [)lae(y\\  Ineli 
A\'e  take  soe  inucli  eontent  in  and  earniot  neitlier  dare 
<[uilt  our  interest  in,  l)ut  must  according  to  (Jod  liold 
it  fast  to  our  utmost,  ;dl  \vords  of  parting  L)eing  like 
darts,  forbid  the  thoughts  of  change. 

Kuzuii  IIoLYOKE,  Iteeorder,  in  the  name 
and  ])y  y"  appoyntnient  of  the  lown. 
Spring(ield,  month  d,  18th,  IGOD." 

Jn  regard  to  the  character  of  iSFr.  Clover  as  the 
pastor  of  this  cliurcdi  and  people,  Iluhbard,  a,  contem- 
porar}^  historian,  says  :  "  lie  was  a  great  student  and 
much  given  to  books,"  and  Breck  adds,  he  lived  in 
gi'eat  harmony  with  our  fathers  ;ind  lughly  esteemed." 
dohn  IVnehon,  who  knew  Inni  better  and  more  in- 
timately than  either  of  them,  and  whose  judgment 
was  inisui'passed,  in  his  private  l)Ook  of  records  calls 
him  the  lieverend  Teacher  of  y"  church,  of  S})ring- 
jield."  a  faithful  minister  of  the  gos[)ell  and  teacher 
of  y"  church  of  Springfield."  Idns  is  surely  high 
connnendatlon  for  this  servant  of  God.  It  ]ieeds  no 
expansion  or  addition.  But  there  is  a  ton(diing  ex- 
pression in  the  entry  npon  cur  ])ublic  record  of  his 
death,  which  must  not  be  onutted.  It  is  in  these 
words:  The  lieverend  IMr.  Peletiah  (dover  fell 
a<leep  in  Jesus,  jNIarch  1^0,  KVJ:^."  To  him  inay  well 
lie  applied  the  words  of  the  h3'nni — 

"  Aslot.'p  in  .losns!  blcsse*!  slet'pl 
I''ri>in  which  nono  ever  wakes  to  weop; 
A  calm  and  iiiidist  iniu'd  r(>p<)se, 
Uiiluokcn  h,,  the        of  fues." 
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It  is  not  strange  tliat,  after  tlie  dcatli  of  Uieir  re- 
vtMH^l  ]);istor.  .Air.  (jlovcr,  liis  })o()j)]e  slionli]  ]ia\e 
sought  [or  his  siu-cossor,  one  \vho  was  iieariy  allied  to 
him.  .Veeonlingly,  Va'.  John  IhiN-nes,  who  jjecaiuc 
the  hi;sh;in(l  of  Mr.  Clover's  A-oini^-est  dauu'hler  ?thir\', 
soon  after  lier  fatlier's  death.  Vv'as  invited  to  till  the 
A'aeant  pastorate;  Ijiit  this  e;ill,  allhoiigh  persistently 
nrged,  Ava.s  inisueeessf id.  A  spiritual  teacher  and 
guide  was,  however,  soon  found,  as  (he  record  I'eads. 
The  town  "  vot(Ml  to  send  Captain  Thonnis  ( V)l(ou  and 
Sergeant  Luke  riiteheoek  to  the  I>ay  foi"  tlie  proeur- 
ing  ;i  nnnister  to  preaeh  the  Nvordof  Cod  io  this  town  ; 
and  that  they  a[)ply  thenLselves  to  the  lievM  the  Pi'es- 
ident  of  the  College,  with  the  rest  of  the  elders  in 
l)Oston,  for  their  help  for  the  ohtaining  a  minister 
that  may  })romote  convei'sion  work  among  us.".  These 
men  of  war,  on  this  their  mission  of  peace,  were  suc- 
cessi'ul.  Mr.  Daincl  Ih'ewer^  a  native  of  Roxhui-y,  a 
U'r;iduate  at  Harvard  Coheii^e  of  the  A'ear  KiST.  came 
here  in  response  to  this  a[)pt^al.  The  town  voted  to 
give  him  "an  invitation  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
(h)spel  in  this  place/' anid  oirei'e(l  hiui  a  salary  of  £<S0 
and  the  use  of  the  nnnistry  iMud.  The  comndttee  I)}' 
Avhom  this  call  was  communicated  to  iAFr.  ]]rewer,  In 
their  report  say  that  he  answered  that,  "  ])rovided  Ave 
Avere  mianimous,  he  was  iiu  linahle  to  compliance  Avitli 
the  toAvn's  proiferj  and  in  oi'der  to  c(mt  in  nance  with 
US,  if  he  shall  further  hnd  (h^d  leading  hiiu  to  doe 
so."  And  thereupon  "'Col.  dohn  r\'nchon,  ]v'<(.,  and 
Deacoii  »lonathan  l>nrt  Avere  appointed  to  declare  to 
Mr.  Daniel  ]>rcwer  the  towns  good  I'esenlment  of  Mr. 
Daniel  ]>rewer  his  ansAver  to  the  toAvns  invitation, 
and  to  glA'c  him  thanlvs  for  the  same."    With  a  can- 


J 1 1  T  O  i  c  i  C" A  L  A IJ  3  P.E S  S . 


(lidjite  lluis  ^'  inclinable  to  compliance,"  and  tin's  u^^ood 
resentment"  on  the  part  oi"  tlie  peoj)le.  a  setiL  inent 
Avas  snre  to  come,  and  on  tlie  Kith  day  of  May,  lli'Ji, 
llr.  Daniel  Brewer  Avas  ordained  miiiister  of  tiiis 
chnrch  and  people.  Jle  avivs  at  the  time  of  his  ordi- 
nation twenty-live  yeai's  of  age,  and  nnmarried.  Aliont 
live  years  afterwards  he  mari'ied  Catherine  Clianncey. 
From  this  nnion  s[)rnng  all  of  tiie  name  of  Brewer  in 
this  town  and  vicinity,  including  two  deacons  of  the 
chnrch,  one  of  whom  united  in  his  person  Ijotli  these 
names.  Bev.  Daniel  Brewer's  nunistry  here  continued 
tiU  his  death,  on  the  5th  Noveinl)er,  ITo-l,  nearly  forty 
3'ears.  Of  the  jiersonal  traits  of  Mr.  Brewer,  of  the 
style  of  his  preacliin.g,  and  of  the  natnre  and  extent 
of  his  p.astoral  work,  less  is  pro])jdjly  known  than  in 
regard  to  eitlier  of  tlie  ministers  who  preceded  or 
who  have  foHowed  him.  The  town  records  of  that 
t>  period  are  meager  in  relation  to  all  parochial  matters, 

with  a  single  exception,  and  the  clinrch  records,  if  any 
iever  existed,  have  long  been  lost."^' 

Compared  with  the  Stirling  times  of  Mr.  Clover's 
ministry,  this  was  a  time  of  ([uiet  and  growth.  The 
settlers,  at  llrst  limited  to  a  narrovv^  space,  had  now 
spread  themselves  in  every  direction,  mid  laid  the 
foundation  of  nevv'  parishes,  soon  to  reiinire  ea>ch  their 
own  separate  pastors.  This  condition  cf  things  led  to 
the  most  important  event,  of  whicii  tlu*  records  take 
any  notice  during  jMr.  Brewer's  ministr}',  to  wit  :  the 
formation  of  a  new  parish  on  tlie  Avest  side  of  tlie 
river,  and  the  suhsetpient,  although  not  immediate, 
separation  of  this  tii'st  piu'Ish  from  the  town,  wliich 
had  before  transacted  both  niunicijial  and  p)arochLal 

"'■■■'Aiipciulix  C. 
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iiCfnirs  mider  one  and  tlie  same  orirajiizatlou.  Tliere 
liad  ])i\n\  for  some  years  a  feeling  among  the  .-ettlers 
on  (lie  west  side  of  tlie  river,  idiat  lliey  were  sii])je('lL'd 
to  peeuliar  ineonvenlonees,  i["  not  dangers,  in  Ix'ing 
obliged  to  eross  (lie  ri\er  to  attend  pnljlic  ^voi'.-lilp  on 
this  side.  ^Vs  early  as  May,  UiT-ri,  tliey  had  hroiight 
before  the  town  this  sul)jeet,  and  a  eommittee  Avas  ap- 
pointed to  eonsider  the  propriety  of  the  town's  fur- 
nisi  ling,  at  the  common  eliarge,  a  boat  to  convey  them 
across  the  river,  to  attend  Nvorship  on  the  SaJtbath 
and  other  pnblic  occasions.  TIjere  is  a  traditioji  that 
scA'cral  ])ersons  had  lost  tlieir  lives  in  attemj)ts  to 
cross.'' 

in  the  }'ear  1005,  tlie  people  on  the  "west  side  of 
the  I'iver  presented  to  the  (Jeneral  Conrt  at  ]]oston 
their  petition  for  leave  to  procure  a  minister  for  that 
])art  of  the  town.  Those  living  on  this  side  did  not 
feel  willing  to  pavt  with  so  large  and  substantial  a 
part  of  the  ecclesiastical  body,  aud,  being  a  luajorit}', 
the}'  ])assed  a  vote  in  town  meeting  that  souie- 
thing"  should  l)e  drawn  np  to  send  to  the  (General 
Court  to  answer  this  petition  of  their  ^'  neighbors  on 
the  west  side  of  the  great  i-i\er,"  and  they  a})pointed 
Dea.  ]>m-t  and  Lieut.  Abel  Wright  to  draw  u])  this 
^•something."'  At  a  subse([uent  meeting  in  Afay, 
IbDG,  Serg.  Luke  Hltchcork  was  chosen  the  agent 
of  the  town  to  '-give  in  reasons  and  ol.)jectio]rs  ' 
against  said  petition  ;  [ind,  that  there  might  be  a  good 
underslandinii'  and  unanimit\'  of  sentiiuent  on  this 
important  (piestion  ann)ng  tlie  dwellers  on  the  east 
side,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  meet  the  ])eoj)lL' 
at  the  school-house  and  actpiaint  thuui  with  the  objoc- 

*Al>])ClHlix  ]). 
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lions.  Wjiatcvcr  inny  liiive  hvcn  the  objoctioiis.  tlicv 
were  iiii;i\ailiiig  ;ii;';iiiist  the  ])ellti()ii  froiiL  t\\{-  wrsi 
side  of  the  I'ivei'.  The  petition  ^^as  LiTaiited  ])}•  llie 
(leiiei'al  Court,  and  a  seeoPid  pnrisli  or  [;re('inet  esl.il)- 
lislied  in  ^\]ial  is  now  Vv^est  Springliehl,  in  !()',)<).  oxer 
\vhieh  the  Ivev.  John  AVoodi)ridge  was  ordained  pa>lor 
in  1()'.)S.  i'hu  ererdion  of  a  new  prn'isli  Ii  u'ldlv  (hs- 
solved  tlie  relation  of  tlie  town  to  the  old  parish. 
Tliey  were  no  longer  ideiitienl  organizations.  The 
inliahitants  of  the  town,  as  such,  eonld  not  jjroperlv 
transact  tlie  hnsiness  of  tlie  original  pai-i:-di  as  tliey 
hiid  heretofore  done  in  town  meetings.  ]]nt  this  was 
not  at  on.ee  realized.  The  to^vn  ])ooks  eontinni^l  for 
some  time  to  record  the  traiisaetions  of  the  lirst  ])ar- 
ish.    The  meetings,  however,  purport  to  have  l)''en  of 

the  inlial/itants  of  Springfield  on  tlie  east  side  of  the 
river;"  and  when  soon  afterwards  a  third  parisli  was 
created  in  wlnit  is  now  Ijongnieadow,  the  style  was 
furtlier  changed,  and  the  I'ecord  reads  :  *'  At  a  meet- 
ing of  tlie  inliahitants  of  the  to^vn  on  the  east  side 
of  the  river,  tlie  precinct  of  Longmeadow  excluded/' 
it  Avas  voted,  etc.  The  latest  record  of  this  kind  njton 
our  town  records  is  under  date  of  January  1,  1717. 
The  ohlest  parish  record  (proper!}^  so  called)  hegins 
August  7,  1 734,  after  the  death  of  j^Jr.  Brewei'  and 
the  ordination  of  his  snccessor.  The  cvnTiesf  (duirch 
record  now  in  existence  hears  date  JaniKuy  1,  .17-^), 
and  is,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  mertdy  a  record 
kept  hy  the  ])astors  of  admissions  to  the  church,  mar- 
riages, haptisms  and  deaths. 

At  tlu^  time  of  ^Ir.  .nre\\-er\s  ordination  in  Ki'Jd, 
one  of  the  deacons  of  the  church  Avas  Jonathan  J^ui't, 
who  had  sei'A-ed  in  that  capacity  unaler  the  ministry 
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of  yiv.  Clover.  He  undoubtedly  eojitiuucd  in  tliiit 
olliee  until  his  death,  October  31),  171o,  at  au  ad\ane(  (l 
age.  lie  was  a  ju;in  oi"  some  })ionLincnee.  and  served 
lor  a  tiuie  as  elej'k  of  the  town.  Another  deacon  in 
the  earl}-  part  oi"  Mr.  Brewer's  nnnistry  was  dolni 
Hitchcock,  alreadx^  named,  who  hehl  \arioiis  cl\ll  and 
military  ohices,  ajid  at  one  time  representi-d  the  town 
in  the  (uMieral  Court.  1  have  been  unaJde  to  ascei'- 
lain  j)reci<el\^  at  what  time  lie  was  chosen  d.cacon,  Inii 
])ro]jably  it  wa.s  soon  after  tlie  death  of  l)ea.  Par- 
sons in  1()80.  lie  certainly  held  the  olUce  in  1  7()-l,  and 
down  to  the  time  of  his  death,  Felnaiary  [),  \  7  I  The 
successors  of  Deacons  Biu't  and  liitclicock  A\cre 
James  AA^arriner  and  Nathaniel  Munn.  Dea.  Warriner 
died  May  14,  17-7,  before  the  close  of  Mr.  Brewer's 
niinlstr}'.  Dea.  Munn  survived  Mr.  ]>rewer  about 
ten  years,  and  served  in  that  office  under  his  successor 
till  the  last  day  of  Decendjei',  174o/Avhen  he  (bed  ;it 
the  aire  of  ei^■ht^•-two.  Ik'fore  the  close  of  Mi\ 
]>rewer's  pastorate,  the  deaconship  passed  again  int(j 
the  j>urt  bnnily,  in  the  |)erson  of  Hcjuy  Ibirt,  son  of 
Dea.  donidlian. 

The  harmony  wdnch  had  su])sisted  in  this  church 
and  parish  during  the  ministry  of  Mr.  Brewer  was 
destined  soon  to  a  serious  interruption.  The  settle- 
]uent  of  a  successor  Avas  attended  with  invusual  dilli- 
culties,  and  produced  an  excitement  not  only  here, 
l)ut  v(vry  extensively  throughout  this  region.  In  ^lay, 
17'M,  ^Ir.  liobert  J>reck,  a  young  man  then  not  (juite 
twenty-one  }  ears  of  age,  a  son  of  Ilex.  Bobert  Breck,  of 
]Marlboro,  iAhiss.,  was  iin  ited  to  preach  here  with  refer- 
ence to  a  settlement.  Ife  had  irraduated  at  Cambridn'e 
in  1  7')0,  at  the  earh'  age  of  seventeen.     Before  he  was 
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invited  liere,  lie  liad  been  preaeliing  at  Scotland,  a  par- 
isli  of  Windham,  Ct.  He  preaelied  liis  llrst  sermon  in 
Springfield,  on  the  2C)tli  of  lsh\y,  ITod.  On  tin'  :;()t]i 
of  duly  follo\ving  tlie  eliureli  made  clioiee  of  liirn  for 
its  ])astor,  and  on  the  Tth  of  August  tlie  p;n'ish  con- 
curred in  this  clioiee,  and  ])roposod  to  him  terms  ol' 
settlement,  Avhich,  altliongh  at  tirst  declined  for  otliei- 
I'casons,  uere  idtimately  accepted.  Soon  ai'ter  i\Ir. 
]>reck  connnenced  ])reaching  here  as  a  eandidate,  ]"e- 
ports  prejudicial  to  Ins  character  for  orthodox}-  began 
to  be  circulated  in  this  town  and  anion*'' the  neiii^hbor- 
ing  clergy.  The  authority  foi"  these  reports  was  IJev. 
Thomas  Clap,  of  AVindham,  afterwards  President  of 
Yale  College.  The  effect  of  these  rnmors  was  to  dis- 
aifect  a  nn'noiat}^  of  the  parish  with  jMr.]>i'eck,  and  to 
create  so  strong  an  opposition  among  the  ministers  of 
this  vicinity  that,  for  the  time,  the  project  of  his  set- 
tlement was  abandoned,  and  a  call  e.vtended  to  jMr. 
Jose[)h  Pyn.chom  ^llns  being  dechned,  the  attention 
of  the  church  and  parish  was  again  directed  t(;  Mr. 
IBreck,  and  he  was  again  invitcMl  to  preach  as  a  can- 
didate. At  the  parish  meeting  in  March,  IT-M,  a  com- 
mittee was  ap[)ointed  to  wait  on  the  reverend  minis- 
ters of  the  county,  at. their  next  meeting  in  A})rih  to 
get  what  information  they  conld  i^elating  to  the 
(hai-ges  exhibited  against  Mr.  Ih'cck  by  the  Hev.  Mr. 
Clap  and  otiici's,  and  to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of 
the  minist(M-s.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  parisli 
I'ccords  that  tins  committee  ever  made  a  report. 
Probably  they  never  acted  inider  tlieir  <ap])()intment. 
The  opposition  of  so  large  and  respectable  a  lumdxn* 
of  nunistcrs  as  the  association  of  the  old  Connty  of 
ILnnpshire,  did  not  deter  this  church  aiid  parish  from 
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their  purpose.  With  all  theii'  i^everencc  for  the  cler- 
gy, they  a})preciate(l  their  own  right  as  Congregation- 
al ists  to  choose  their  own  pastoi*,  and  their  hearts 
Avere  fully  set  upon  3[r.  ]>reck  as  the  mam  Accord- 
ingly the  church,  on  the  J  7th  April,  1  7-)  ~),  formally 
renewed  their  call  to  him,  and  the  parish,  one  Aveek 
afterwards,  concurred  in  the  call. 

All  his  endeavors  to  remove  the  ohstructions  to  his 
settlenuMit  having  failed  of  success,  Mr.  ]>reck,  on  the 
L\Sth  of  duly,  173-"),  in  a  letter  ^vhich  is  recorded  at 
length  in  the  parish  records,  acce])ted  the  call.''' 

Ai'rangements  were  made  for  his  ordination  on  the 
1  1th  o[  Octoher  following.  On  that  diiy  a  council  as- 
semhled  for  this  pitrpose,  consisting  of  seven  clei'gy- 
men,  namely,  Messrs.  Chaunce}^  of  JIadley,  Devotion  of 
Snllield,  J\and  of  Sunderland,  Cook  of  Sudbury,  (rnd 
Cooj)er,  Welstead  and  Mather  of  Boston,  Avitli  their 
delegates.  Tlien  ensued  a  scene,  such  perhaps  as  ncA'cr 
occui'red  in  an  ecclesiastical  council  in  New  England 
before  or  since.  In  tlie  midst  of  its  deli])erations,  ao 
civil  ohicer  entered  the  council  armed  with  a,  A\arrmit 
from  a  magistrate,  arrested  Mi\  ]>i'eck,  and  carried,  or 
attem])ted  to  carry  him  off  to  (.'ounecticut.  ''  there  to 
answer  to  such  things  as  should  1)e  objected  agaii]st 
him."  I  am  not  able  to  state  the  precise  nature  of 
this  charge  m;ule  against  him.  J  Imxc  an  impression, 
however,  that  it  was  for  some  lieretical  o])iuions  Avliich 
he  was  accused  of  luawing  uttered  or  pid)lished,  Avhile 
he  was  preaching  in  that  State.  It  was  un(h)ubt edly 
a,  charge  that  had  been  trumped  up  for  the  pui|jOse 
of  preventing  his  ordination  hei'e.  It  served  the  pur- 
[)Ose  for  the  time  being,  but  not  long.    The  church 
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and  ])aris]i  Avere  justly  indignant  at  this  flagrant  at- 
Icnipl,  (()  deprive  tlieni  of  tlieir  cliosen  pasior.  At  a 
meeli ng  of  (Ik;  cliiircli,  held  two  weeks  ;d"terwards, 
two  of  its  leading  members  were  a})pointed  to  go  to 
I>oston,  find  present  to  the  General  Assend)]y  of  tlie 
Provinee  the  remoiistraiiee  of  this  eliureh  and  ])reeinct 
against  tliese  proceedings,  and  to  assert  the  i-ights  and 
privileges  of  the  church  and  paidsh  to  choose  their 
own  nnnister  and  have  a  conncll  orihiln  him.  The 
resiih  Avas  that  the  conncil  Avas  again  con\ened,  and 
Mr.  Breck  ordained  on  the  27t]i  of  Jainiarv.  iToH. 
Rev.  Dr.  Cooper,  of  J>oston,  preiiched  tlie  orthnation 
sermon,  which  was  pul)lishe(h 

The  opposition  to  .^^r.  iJreck  in  his  own  churcli  and 
parish,  did  not  at  once  subside  after  liis  settlement. 
A  few  leading  men,  who  liad  failed  to  secure  his  i-e- 
jection  1)y  the  ecclesiastical  conncil,  appear  to  have 
been  guiltv  of  the  follv  of  seekinix  to  defeat  liis  set- 
tlement  by  an  appeal  to  a  legal  tribunal.  It  Avas  in 
this  wa}^:  A  provincial  statut(^  ma(h'  it  o])lig;;tory 
upon  every  parish  to  be  pro\'ided  with  an  Orthodox 
minister,  under  penalty  of  being  liable  to  a  prosecu- 
tion for  n()n-(Hnnpliance.  Com])laint  was  made  that 
the  parish  was  not  provided  with  snch  an  ()idli(jdox 
minister,  and  a  sunnuons  Avas  served  upon  it  to  appear 
jjefin-e  tlie  l.'ourt  of  General  Sessions  of  the  Pcju'c 
for  th(^  County  of  llampshii'e,  to  answer  to  this  com- 
plaint. The  parish  appointed  a  committee  of  live  to 
I'cpresent  and  defend  the  ])arish,  autlxn-i/ing  them 
^•l)y  all  ways  and  ineans,  Avith  the  best  ad\iee,  that 
may  be  had  in  the  law,  to  ansAver  to  this  complaint, 
;ind  at  the  eliarge  of  the  L^'ccinet  to  appear,  defend, 
and  pursue  ih.e  said  cause  from  Court  to  Court,  and 
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to  carry  tlie  saiiie  before  any  pi-oper  autliority  what- 
soever, and  Avliere  they  iiia\'  tliiiik  it  necessary  in 
order  to  a  final  issne  and  determination  of  (he  iiiatler. 
And  that  they  ha^'e  power  to  j)rosccnte  and  defend  as 
aforesaid,  in  any  cause  or  action  tliat  may  arise  I:y  the 
virtue  of  the  said  complaint  or  controversy,  or  in  tlie 
management  thereof."  AVilliam  Pynclion,  Senior,  (i\ 
great-gran(t^on  of  the  first  rx  nchon,)  was  naide  chair- 
man of  this  committee.  As  tliere  is  no  further  refer- 
ence to  this  matter  in  the  parish  record,  it  is  prol>ahle 
that  *'the  Court  of  (leneral  Sessions  of  tlie  Peace" 
ne\'er  actualW  adjudicated  this  delicate  (juestion  of 
the  orthodoxy  of  the  Sj)ringQeld  minister.  Suh^e- 
(juent  events  rendered  it  nnnecessary. 

The  severe  ordeal,  tin'ough  whicli  Mr.  Breciv  ])asscd 
at  the  connuencement  of  his  ministry  here,  undonbt- 
edly  exerted  a  very  favora])le  inlUience  npon  his 
character,  if  he  had  been  rash  and  imprudent  hefore 
he  ^vas  ordained,  lie  Avas  prudf'iit  and  discreet  after- 
wards. \ly  his  careful  and  conciliatoiy  course,  he 
soon  disarmed  all  o})position  among  his  own  ])euple, 
and  estal)lished  liimseU"  hrndy  in  their  conhdence  and 
alVection.  One  of  llie  first  u'easiu'es,  adopted  bj-  him 
to  ingratiate  himself  with  his  Hock,  was  prom|)ted 
probably  more  ]jy  his  heart  than  by  his  head.  AVitli- 
in  a  few  weeks  after  his  ordination,  he  took  to  wife 
Eunice  i)rewer,  the  daughter  of  his  predecessor,  wilh 
Avhose  widowed  mother  he  liad  boarded,  while  preach- 
ing as  a  candidate.  Another  method,  that  he  ailopted 
to  conciliate  his  op[)onents  in  the  ))arish  was  this, 
Avhich  [)roved  to  l)e  ipiite  eifectuah  ]f  he  wislied  any 
favoi",  lie  would  ])e  careful  to  ask  it  of  some  one  of 
his  people,  whom  he  had  reason  to  believe  unfriendly. 
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rather  llian  oi"  those,  regarded  as  liis  stjiuneh  sup- 
porters. This  ex[)ressloii  of  his  eonildenee  in  (lieiii, 
soon  ^voll  tlieir  coniidenee  In  liini,  and  in  a  sliort  time 
liarnioR}'  and  mutual  regard  marked  all  their  iiifer- 
eourse.  lie  was  a  man  of  uncommon  tah'uts.  i)r. 
Lathrop  oE  West  S])ring(iLld,  Avlio  studied  tlieol- 
ogy  Avith  j\ir.  Ih'cck,  saj's  oi"  him:  liis  intellect  u;d 
powers,  ■\vhieli  were  ir.iturally  superior,  Avere  lu'ight- 
ened  ])y  his  education,  and  enlarged  ]»y  an  extensive 
ac([uainiancc  with  men  and  hooks.  As  he  accus- 
tomed himself  to  a  close  mannei'  of  thinking  and  j'ca- 
soning,  and  filled  np  his  time  A\'itli  diligent  a[)])lica- 
tion,  so  he  ac([uircd  a  rich  furniture  of  the  inost  use- 
ful knowledge."  '^Ile  was  easy  of  access,  given  to 
hospitality,  faithful  in  his  friendships,  tender  iind  al- 
tejitive  in  all  domestic  relations,  conipas.^ionatc  to  the 
distressed,  and  a  lover  of  mankind.  In  a,  wor(h  he 
was  an  accomplished  gentleman  and  exemplary  Clu'is- 
tian."  ]\Ir.  ]]reck  entered  npon  his  ministry  witli  a 
church  of  sixty-seven  memhers — thirty-two  nude 
and  thirtv-llve  female  mendjcrs.  Nathaniel  ]Munn 
and  Henry  Burt  were  the  deacons.  In  the  coui-se  of 
his  ministry  of  forty-eight  years,  there  Avere  admitted 
to  fidl  coiriinunion,  hy  letter  and  hy  profession,  thi-ee 
hundred  and  thirty-one. 

Dea.  ^lunn  died  on  the  last  day  of  !)eceml)er, 
]74o,  at  the  age  of  eighty-two,  and  Dea.  Ilenr}' Bun, 
ahout  live  }'ears  later  (Deccndjer  1  1,  1748).  at  the 
age  of  eighty-live.  Cotemporary  with  them,  during 
the  latter  part  of  tlieir  lives,  was  Dea.  Nathaniel 
i>rewer,  a  son  of  the  former  minister,  and  hrother-in- 
law  of  Mr.  Ijreck.  lie  was  hy  trade  a  carpenter,  and 
much  employed  as  such  in  the  repairs  of  the  meeting- 
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house,  ;iiul  tlie  lioiise  owned  by  the  parisli  and  oeeu- 
pled  hy  the  minister.  IFe  appears  to  Inive  l)een  a 
man  higid}'  respeeted  in  the  elinreh  and  ])aris]i.  He 
survived  .Mr.  Breek,  and  died  on  the  8th  of  ]\hireh; 
17'J(»j  at  tlie  age  of  eighty-five  years.  donatlian 
Chureli  was  a  deaeon  earl)'  in  the  nnnistry  of  Mr. 
Ih-eek.  He  is  mentioned  in  that  capaeity  in  Mwy, 
1747.  He  was  adudtted  from  the  ehureh  in  Long- 
meadow,  ^Farch  3,  114'2,  and  (hied  Octol.)er  27,  I7i»l. 
Josiali  DwiLrlit  nnited  with  this  eliurcli  ].)v  letter  from 
tlie  chnreli  in  ITatfieh]^  Septendier  25;  1743,  and  was 
afterwards  eliosen  a  deaeon.  The  date  of  the  elioiee 
is  not  stated.  lie  is  more  fre([nently  mentioned  in 
the  reeords  by  his  military  title  of  Colonel,  and  his 
ei\'il  title  of  Escpiire.  He  died  Septend^er  28,  17<tS^ 
aged  iift3^-two  years.  Proba1)ly  he  was  eleeted.  after 
the  death  of  Dea.  Chnreli,  and  if  so,  his  term  of  of- 
fiee  was  eomparativeh^  l)rief.  Daniel  Harris,  joined 
the  ehureh  by  profession,  Fet)'*uary  24,  170-3.  He 
was  a  deaeon  of  the  ■  ehureh  eertainly  as  eailv  as 
Mareh,  1  773,  as  he  is  so  ealled  in  eonneetion  \y\\\i 
his  eleetion  at  that  time  as  parish  assessor.  He  had 
previously  served  several  years  as  parish  clerk.  He 
was  one  of  three  deacons  who,  after  ttie  death  of 
jNIr.  Jh'eek,  took  an  active  paid  in  extending  a  call  to 
his  successor.  Dea.  Harris  died  on  the  22d  of  dune, 
17S-3,  at  the  age  of  hft}'-three.  Moses  Tdiss  was  ad- 
nntted  to  the  church,  October  13,  17-34,  l)eing  then  a 
student  at  Yale  Collei^e.  Tliei^e  is  no  record  of  his 
election  as  deacon.  In  fact,  there  is  none  of  any 
election  to  that  ollice  at  so  eaily  a  ])ei'iod.  l>ut  he  is 
spoken  of  as  a  deacon  in  August,  1780.  when  his  daugh- 
ter Avas  l);iptized.    He  continued  to  hold  the  ollice  un- 
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til  his  death,  on  the  od  of  July,  IS  14,  at  tlie  age  of 
seventy-nine  years,  lie  was  hy  profession  a  l>i\vycr. 
and  was  for  many  years  a  judge  of  the  loeal  (^)iirl  in 
the  old  eoinily  of  I  Iaiiij)shii-e. 

The  iirst  record  of  the  ehiii'eh  now  extant  is  one 
ke[)t  hy  Mr.  Breek.  With  the  exception  of  two  or 
three  cases  of  disclpliiie,  the  entries  in  it  are  oid\-  of 
adndssions  to  the  church,  haptisnis,  marriages,  and 
deaths.  In  a  female  hand,  [)erha ps  of  his  wife  or 
danghter,  is  entered  under  date  of  April  l^^J,  17S1. 
^a)ied  the  Eev^'  Eoh^  Bi'eek,  Pastor  of  the  First  chuirh 
in  Springfield  in  the  7 h^^  year  of  his  age  and  -1!)"'  of 
his  ministi'y."  At  his  funeral  a  sermon  was  ])rrached 
hy-Dr.  Lathrop,  from  U.  Tiniothy,  4th  chapter.  Olh,  Ttli 
and  8th  verses.  It  appears  that,  as  earl\'  as  the  min- 
istr}'  of  iMr.  Breck,  the  church  made  use  of  two  forms 
of  covenant,  one  for  the  a(huission  of  mend)ers  to 
ftdl  connnunion,  and  tlie  other  entitling  those  assciit- 
1  ing  to  it  to  haptism  for  theniseh'cs  and  their  children, 
but  not  to  mend)ership.  44iis  last  has  heen  frcipicnlly 
called  ^^The  lialf-wa\'  covenant.''  The  records  indi- 
cate that  no  nse  w;is  made  of  tiiis  co\'enaut  later  than 
the  year  17*-'-3.*  The  other  continued  in  use  down 
to  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  present  co\-enant 
in  lS-1.  An  important  event  during  the  ministry  of 
Ml'.  Breck  was  the  building  of  a  new  meet !ng-hou<e. 
The  })arish  passed  the  M)te  to  ])uild  it  in  A[tril.  17I'>. 
It  was  erected  the  same  }'ear,  or  the  year  following, 
so  far  as  to  be  ready  lor  nse,  although  nol  entirely 
iiinshed  nntil  J7'VJ.  Jt  was  OO  feet  long  hy  10  wide, 
and  2()  feet  high  between  joints.  Thi^  house,  the 
third  built,  Avas  the   innnediale  predecessor  of  the 
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present  ineeting-liousCj  and  stood  directly  cast  of  tlic 
gi'ound  i\o\v  occii})ied..  The  pi-iiicipal  entrance  Avas 
on  the  east  side,  but  there  was  also  an  entrance 
throngh  the  tower.  Some  of  onr  older  inhal)itants 
rcniendier  Avell  this  honse,  Avith  its  high  pMl[)it  and 
stpiare  pews.  There  are  two  or  three  cases  of  disri- 
pline  recorded,  wdilch  occurred  during  Mr.  Breck's 
pastorate.  One  of  these  is  soniewdiat  singular  in  its 
facts^  and  interesting  as  a  precedent.  A  wi'itten  coni- 
jdaint  against  a  rather  prominent,  hut  very  eccentric^ 
niendjcr  was  presented  to  the  church,  chaig'ing  him 
with  distur])ing  the  devotions  of  his  fellow  Chi'istians 
ou  the  Lord's  day,  and  interrupting  the  public  wor- 
ship of  Cod,  by  reading  aloud,  ^y]n\c  they  Averc  sing- 
ing his  praise.  After  prayer  for  the  divine  dirc^ction, 
the  church  found  him  guiUy,  and  voted  to  del)arhim 
from  Christiim  privileges  till  gos])el  satishiction  should 
be  made.  Eii-'hteen  months  afterwards,  the  offendiuL!: 
uuMuber  desired  au  op])ortunit}'  to  confer  with  the 
church,  and  proposed  the  question  wdiether  his  con- 
fession would  be  accepted,  if  nuule  to  the  church,  in 
the  absence  of  the  coJiii'reLi'atiou.  The  church  voted 
to  adliere  to  their  ancient  practice  of  receiving  con- 
fessions of  public  otfences  onlj^  before  the  congrega- 
tion. Six  months  more  passed,  and  the  mendjer  re- 
newed his  proposal  to  present  his  confession  before 
the  cliurch  only.  After  pra^'cr  and  consultation,  the 
church  decided  to  comply  Avith  his  reipiest,  provided 
that  the  confession  should  afterwai'ds  be  read  to  tlie 
congregation  by  the  pastor.  After  another  interval 
of  six  or  eight  months  this  course  Avas  adopted,  and 
the  olTender  ^'  restored  to  charity.'' 

Ou  the  Stli  day  of  Novenil)er,  1781,  the  church 
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voted  unanimously  to  clioose  jMr.  ]]czaloel  Howard 
to  1)0  tlioir  minister.  On  tlie  same  da)'  ilii^  parish 
voted  to  concur  in  this  choice^  and  to  offer  M\\  How- 
ard one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  for  a  setth;ment, 
and  one  hundred  ])ounds  lawful  silver  monc}^  annu- 
ally for  Ins  salary,  together  ^vith  the  use  and  iuiprove- 
meut  of  the  parsonage  house  and  land-,  so  long  as 
he  should  continue  in  the  oHice  of  a,  gospel  nnnister/' 
Tiie  answer  of  Mr.  Howard,  acc'.'ptiug  this  call,  Avas 
connnmiicated  on  tlie  ^Ttli  January,  ITSO.  In  the 
closing  paragra])li  he  writes  :  Li  regard  to  teiupo- 
ralities,  the  offers  3'ou  ha\'e  made  for  my  support,  I 
ljelie\'e,  for  the  present,  are  genei'ous  ;uid  suhicient; 
but  should  au}^  future  change  of  Jimcs  render  them 
inadequate  to  that  purpose,  'tis  the  condition  of  my 
acceptance  that  you  make  su(di  additions  as  niajOjC 
necessary-  for  my  comfortable  sul)sistence  among  you. 
Tlvdt  kindness  and  respect  wdiicli  you  showed  your 
fonner  pastor,  and  that  happy  unanimity  ^vhich  at 
])resent  suljsists  among  a'ou,  aiford  mo  the  mo^t  pleas- 
ing prospect  of  spending  ni}'  life  in  a  ver\'  ;igree'af)le 
and  useful  manner  amonir  a'ou."  The  satisfaction 
with  Mdiich  tlie  new  ])astor  looked  forwai'd  t()  his  fu- 
ture residtuice  in  S])rhigricld  was  strongly  in  contrast 
with  his  first  impressions  of  the  place,  lie  came  here 
at  hrst  an  entire  strani>:er  to  the  village  and  its  inhab- 
itants,  sent  by  the  president  of  his  college,  to  sup})ly 
the  vacant  pulpit  for  six  Sab])aths.  His  i(nnaie}'  was 
on  horseback.  The  road  was  solitary,  and  the  a])- 
proach  to  tlie  town  from  the  east  far  froui  attractive. 
He  rode  down  the  hill  to  the  m:iin  street,  then  the  onlv 
settlement,  and  looked  u])  and  down  the  street.  Tiie 
buildings  were  mostly  unpainted.  and  m;iny  of  them 
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dllnpidatoil.  The  aspect  was  chilling  to  the  young 
minister,  and  he  said  to  himself  that  tlie  day  when  the 
six  weeks  oi'  his  engagement  should  l)e  ended,  would 
he  a  ha|)[)y  (]i}y  to  him.  Directly  opposite  the  road 
1)y  which  he  entered  the  village,  he  saw  one  while 
house  of  a  more  cheerful  aspect.  At  the  door  of  this 
mansion  he  presented  liimseh",  and  announced  his 
name  and  errand.  ^'  You  have  come  to  the  right 
place,"  replied  the  propiaetor,  and  at  once  extended 
to  him  the  hospitahties  of  his  house.  The  six  weeL:s 
Avere  spent  pleasantly.  The  call  to  settle  followed, 
and  in  that  white  house  the  A'oung  pastor  found  his 
future  wife.  It  was  to  him  indeed  "  the  right  place." 
Mw  Howard  was  a  native  of  Brido-ewater,  a  fi'raduato 
of  Harvard  College  in  1781,  wliere  he  was  afterwards 
a  tutor,  and  was  ordained  pastoi'  of  this  church  April 
27,  17S-").  llie  ordinjition  sermon  was  preached  hy 
l!ev.  Timothy  Ililliai'd,  from  Titus,  2d  cha])ter,  the  last 
clause  of  the  15th  verse.  Let  no  man  despise  thee." 
I  have  a  ])rinted  cop}'  of  this  discourse,  from  the  litle- 
]Kige  of  which  it  appears  that  it  w;is  printed  at 
^'  Springfield,  jMassachusetts,"  h}'  Stehhins  and  lUis- 
sell,  at  their  odice  near  the  gre^it  Ferry." 

The  con(Tition  in,  regard  to  increase  of  salaiy.  con- 
tained in  ]Mr.  Howard's  letter  of  acceptance,  eventu- 
ally came  to  he  of  practical  importance.  Li  Novem- 
l)er,  1795,  the  parish  had  under  consideration  the 
suhject  of  making  an  addition  to  his  salary,  in  conse- 
qnence  of  the  high  price  of  the  ncu-essarles  of  life,  and 
voted  him  thirty  pounds.  Two  years  afterwards  he 
sent  to  the  parish  a  memorial  setting  forth  the  losses 
sustained  hy  him  in  the  matter  of  interest,  h\'  the  de- 
lays in  the  payment  of  his  salar}',  and  its  de])reciation 
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in  value.  The  paris;]i  appointed  .a  coinmittec  of  eleven, 
of  Avhicli  George  l)liss  Avas  cliairiuan,  to  con^^idor  this 
memorial.  Tiie  committee  afterwards  repoi'ted  a 
satisfactory  arrangement  of  this  dihiculty,  and  at 
everj^  annual  meeting  afterwards  a  connnittee  was 
appointed  ^'to  confer  with  Ivcv.Mr.  Howard  and  ascer- 
tain, as  Avell  as  thev  can,  Avhat  sum  of  money  will  l)e 
equivalent  to  his  stated  salary  of  one  hundred  pounds 
at  tlie  time  of  his  settlement and  such  a  sum  v;as 
regularl}^  granted  him  for  the  purpose,  not  alwa^'s, 
however,  without  opposition. 

In  the  year  1803,  the  health  of  JMr.  Howard  failed, 
and  the  pai*ish  was  ohliged  to  provide  for  the  supply 
of  the  pulpit  by  other  clergymen.  His  disability 
proved  to  be  of  a  more  serious  and  permanent  charac- 
ter than  Avas  at  first  anticipated,  and,  at  its  meeting 
in  April,  1S05,  a  connnittee  was  appointed  to  confer 
witli  hiui,  and  consider  the  expediency  of  dissolving 
his  relation  to  the  parish,  and  the  terms  npon  which 
it  should  be  done.  At  an  adjourned  meeting  in  May, 
180-"),  this  connnittee,  through  their  chairman,  the 
Hon.  John  Hooker,  reported  that  they  had  made  an 
agreement  with  Mr.  Howard,  ])y  wliicli  he  was  to  ])e 
relieved  from  pastoral  la])or,  relinquish  all  claim  for  his 
salary,  and  for  the  nse  of  the  parsonage  house  and 
lands,  and  was  to  be  ])aid  the  sum  of  two  thousand 
dollars  in  three  annual  installments.  The  pastoral  re- 
lation, however,  was  to  continue  until  the  settlement 
of  another  minister,  and  then  ])e  dissolved  without 
further  terms  or  conditions.  This  agreement  was 
duly  confirmed  by  the  parish  ;  and  Mr.  Howard  con- 
tinued to  be  nouiinally  the  pastor  of  the  church  untd 
the  ordination  of  his  successor  in  1800.     It  would  ap- 
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pc\'ir  from  his  rocoi'd  tliat  lie  olliciafcd  at  nian-i.'i^'cs, 
baptisms  and  funerals,  l)ut  the  serviees  of  tlie  [)iil|)it 
^vere  ])erforme(l  hy  otiier  ('lei'ij;ymen.  The  juinisti'X' 
of  Mr. -Howard  in  this  parisli  does  not  a})pear  to  Iravo 
bi'en  an  eventful  one.  His  st}de  of  ]n'eaehing  is  said 
to  have  been  smooth  and  pleasing,  rather  adapted  to 
In-truet  and  comfort  his  people  llian  to  rouse  them  to 
energetic  action.  He  ^vas  eminently  a  social  man, 
gifted  in  conversation,  and  fond  of  exercising  the  gift. 
These  ([ualities  inade  him  familiar  with  his  people, 
Avithout  impairing  the  respect  A\diich  they  entertained 
for  him.  1  have  heard  it  said  that  in  one  of  his  ser- 
mons he  quoted  a  passage  from  St.  Pan!  Avith  the 
Avords,  "as  tlie  wise  King  of  Israel  said.''  One  of  his 
parishioners,  who  was  in  the  habit  of  callir.g  on  his 
pastor  fre([uently  to  discnss  the  subject  of  his  dis- 
course, soon  called  to  see  him,  and  rallied  the  minis- 
ter upon  his  mist;d<en  (jiiotation,  Avith  I  never  knew 
hefore  that  St.  Paul  was  a  kinir,  althouuh  ]  always 
thouL^'ht  he  was  tit  to  be  one."  Mr.  Howard  received 
the  honorarj^  degree  of  doctor  of  divinity  from  Har- 
vard College  in  lS'i4,  and  was  usually  spoken  of  as 
Dr.  Howard  in  the  later  years  of  his  life.  He  died 
in  18^)7,  at  his  house  on  Ehn  street,  close  by  the 
church,  the  same  now  owned  and  occupied  1)}'  Mr. 
Henry  Fuller.  At  the  conunencement  of  his  ministry 
in  1785,  the  membership  of  the  chiux'h  was  one  hun- 
dred and  seventeen.  At  the  time  of  the  settlement 
of  his  successor  in  1809,  it  was  not  far  from  one  hun- 
dred and  seventy-seven,  showing  an  increase  of  iiity 
in  twent}'-four  years. 

The  deiu'ons,  at  the  commencement  of  ^Fr.  How- 
ard's   ministry,  as  ah'cady  stated,  were  Nathaniel 
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lirewer,  Dniiiel  Harris  and  Moses  Bliss.  The  A'acaiu-y 
caused  ].)y  the  death  of  Dea.  llai'ris.  in  ITS-"),  was 
iilled  the  same  A'ear  bv  the  election  of  AVilliani  P\-ii- 
chon,  Es(j._,  to  that  ollice.  j\lV.  Pynclion  was  a  Jiufal 
descendant  from  the  oiairinal  founder  of  Springfield 
and  from  his  distinguisluM]  son,  John  Pynclion.  He 
^vas  for  thirty  \'ears  the  j^arish  clerk,  and  mo.d  of  tliat 
time  its  treasurer.  He  also  held  the  olhces  of  town 
clerk  and  treasurer,  und  register  of  deeds.  He  died 
]\Iarch  rl,  1S08,  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  year>. 
Chauncey  I>re\vcr,  son  of  Dea.  Nathaniel  Brewer, 
and  grandson  of  Ilev.  Daniel  Brewer,  was  a  deacon  of 
the  church  during  the  pastorate  of  Mi'.  Howard.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  the  date  of  his  ap- 
pointment, as  110  record  of  any  pi-oceedings  of  the 
church  was  kept  by  Mr.  Jloward,  except  uf  admissions 
to  the  church.  It  is  ])r(>])able  that  he  Avas  elected  to 
nil  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  death  of  his  father  in 
17'JO.  He  was  a  physician,  and  attained  considei-able 
enunence  in  his  ])rofession.  He  died  in  March,  18^50, 
at  the  advanced  age  of  eighty-seven.  His  venerable 
form  is  well  remembered,  as  he  appeared  when  he  oc- 
cupied his  pew  on  the  Sabbath,  on  the  south  side  of 
the  pulpit,  in  the  present  mecting-honse. 

On  the  ^4th  of  November,  1808,  the  church  l)y  a 
unanimous  vote,  invited  Mr.  Samuel  Osgood  to  settle 
with  them  in  tlie  work  of  the  gospel  ministr\'.  and 
Chauncey  Brewer,  George  ]>liss  and  John  Hooker ( then 
the  deacons  of  the  cluu'ch  in  acti\'e  service)  were  ap- 
pointed a  conunittee  to  iid'oian  him  of  the  Aote. 
This  call  was  given  after  he  had  ])reached  here  two 
Sabbaths,  and,  considering  the  fact  that  he  was  the 
thirty-se\'enth  minister,  ^^dlo  had  l)een  ju'caching  here. 
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citlier  as  a  candidate  or  a  ,sii])i»ly,  since  tlie  rosio-na- 
•tiou  of  Dr.  Howard,  it  was  certainly  a  A'ery  conii)^- 
nientary  vote.  Mr.  Osgood,  or,  as  lie  is  nioi'e  i're- 
((nently  .  called.  Dr.  Osgood,  Avas  hoiai  at  Fryljurg, 
iMe..  l'V'i)riiar\'  ?>,  178-1.  He  completed  his  studies  pre- 
paratory to  entering  college  nnder  the  instriiclion  of 
Daniel  Wehster.  who,  in  after  3'ears.  Avas  ji ('customed, 
Avhenevei"  in  this  town  on  the  Saljhath,  to  attend  this 
chnrch.  and  listen  to  the  ])rearhing  of  liis  former 
scholar  and  lifedong  friend.  Di\  Osgo<jd  grad united 
at  Dartmonth  College  in  ISOo,  having  joined  his  class 
during  its  junior  year.  He  at  lirst  inrlincd  to  the 
law^  as  a  profession,  and  actually  connnenced  the  study 
in  a  lawyer's  oflice.  lie  soon,  however,  ahandoned  it, 
and  connnenced  a  theolo£i:ical  course  with  Kev.  Dr. 
Harris  of  Dorchester.  He  was  licensed  to  preach  in 
1800,  and  preaclied  his  Hrst  sermon  in  IJoxluny;  his 
second  in  (^uincy,  wliere  he  had  for  hearei's  Ivv-Presi- 
dent  John  Adams,  and  his  son,  afterwards  PresidcJit 
John  Quincy  Adams.  He  soon  after  Avent  to  Prince- 
ton, Avliere  he  completed  his  theological  studies,  lic- 
turning  to  ^lassachusetts,  he  Avas  a  candidate  in  three 
different  places  for  settleuient,  incduthng  this,  toward 
Avhich  the  scale  eventually  turned.  He  was  ordained 
here  on  the  2otli  of  Jainiarj',  1800.  His  former  the- 
ological instructor,  Dr.  Harris,  preaclied  the  sermon 
from  1.  Timothy  4:  1(3;  Dr.  Lathrop  of  A\^'st  Spriug- 
lleld  gave  the  charge,  and  liev.  Ezi'a  Witter  of  Wil- 
l)rahani  the  laght  hand  of  fellowship. 

The  ministry  of  i\lr.  Osgood  connneuced  under 
most  auspicious  circumstances.  He  was  theu  in  tlie 
A'igor  of  youthful  mauhood.  Avilh  a  const il  ul  ion  llial 
gave  promise  of  indform  health — proiinse,  ihaL  had 
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a  rciua]'ka])lc  fuinilineni  for  more  than  Iialf  ;i  cvu- 
tuvy  of  his  after-hfe.  I  [is  iiioulal  j)0\vei's  were  sohd 
and  strong,  rather  tliaii  sliowy.  Ifo  had  a  cliiii-e]!  of 
1^1^")  inein])Oi's.  His  p;irish  (then  teri'itorial )  tanhraced 
the  Avhole  popiihition  ol'  the  town,  from  Chicopee  rivei- 
on  tlie  north,  to  Longmcadow  on  the  soiitli,  and  from 
Wih)ra]iam  line  on  tlie  east,  to  tlie  Comiect i.;iit  i^ivei", 
com])rising  ahout  souls.     The  ollicers  of  the 

church  ^verc^  men  ot"  fei"vent  piety  and  cidtured  intel- 
lect, and  held  stations  in  the  churcli  and  in  the  ^vor]d 
of  ^vide  and  commandini.':  inHuencc.  One  of  tluMn, 
Judge  i\loses  JMiss^  had  reached  an  advanced  age, 
Avhich  disipialilied  him  in  a,  measure  from  the  active 
duties  of  the  deaconshi[).  J)r.  Chauncey  l>re\vei',  not 
yet  threescore  anjl  ten,  was  still  ahle  to  ollieinte  at 
the  Lord's  tal)le  on  com.mnnion  Sa1)haths,  and  to  per- 
perform  othei'  services  pertaining  to  the  oilice. 

(<eorge  I)liss  and  John  Hooker,  ])oth  men  of  large 
culture,  high  standing  and  inlhienee.  were  then  in  the 
full  vigor  of  middle  life.  Of  the  times  of  ^their  elec- 
tion to  the  odice  of  deacon  the  rc^coi'd  makes  ]io  men- 
tion. ]]ut  there  can  he  no  (piestion  that  they  held 
the  oilice  at  the  very  heginning  of  Mr.  Osgood's  pas- 
torate, and  pro])ahly  hefore.  They  ^vere  hoth  oi  the 
legal  profession,  and  ranked  among  the  lirst  of  its 
mendjcrs.  Hooker  ^vas  for  eighteen  years  the 

Judge  of  rro])ate  for  this  county,  and  one  of  the 
original  corporators  of  the  American  ])oard  of  Com- 
missionei's  for  Foreign  ^^lissions. 

At  the  time  of  ^^fr.  Osgood's  settlement,  manv  of 
the  ministers  and  churches  in  this  Connnon wealth 
wei'e  di'ifting  away  from  Trinitarian  Orthodoxy  to- 
Avai'd  Unitari;ni  views.    Mr.  Osgood,  although  holding 
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in  the  inainAvith  those  Avho  adhered  to  the  Trhiitarian 
doctrine,  was  at  fn-st  regarded  as  more  liljenil  tlimi 
man}'  of  hiis  mhiisterial  ))rethren  ;  but,  as  the  jji-eacli 
Nvidened  between  those  ^vho  ekihned  tho  a})|)ehation 
of  Liberal  Christians  and  those  Avho  held  to  the  old 
Oi'thodox  standards,  Mr.  Osgood  had  no  hesitation  in 
ranging  himself  Avith  those  Avho  adhered  to  the  tenets 
of  John  Calvin.  In  fact,  lie  was  one  of  the  hrst  min- 
isters in  this  rei>:ion  ^vho  refused  nnnisterial  exchamies 
with  the  disciples  of  a  laxer  faith.  To  this  step  he 
was  impelled  l)y  the  conviction  that  it  was  necessary 
in  order  to  preser\x^  tltc  church  true  to  (.he  faith  of 
the  fathers.  It  was  a  measure  that  at  once  alienated 
from  him  many  avIio  had  been  his  warm  friends.  It 
brotight  him  directly  into  colhsion  Avith  much  of  the 
wealth  and  inlhience  of  his  church  and  parish.  It 
even  shook  at  lirst  the  confidence  of  some  of  his  min- 
isterial brethren  in  this  region  in  Ids  prudence  and 
judgment.  They  thought  he  was  carrjing  his  scru- 
})les  too  far.  When  the  old  meeting-lionse  Avas  found 
too  strait  and  too  uncomfortable  for  the  congregation, 
and  the  parish  decided  to  buHd  the  present  edihce,  the 
storm,  Avhicli  had  been  for  some  time  gathering,  Inu'st. 
In  Angust,  1 810,  about  twenty-fiAX'  members  of  the 
cliurch,  comprising  some  of  its  most  respectable  and 
influential  members,  incUulhig  the  venerable  ex-pas- 
tor, made  application  for  a  certificate  of  their  regular 
standing,  and  a  recommendation  to  the  people  ol  ( h)d 
as  in  full  commnnion,  that  they  might  be  foi'uied  into 
a  separate  clinrch.  It  Avas  knoAvn  that  there  Avere 
others  Avho  stood  ready  to  join  in  this  movement 
when  it  should  be  snccessfully  inaugurated.  The  re- 
sult was  a  secessio:i,  formidable,  not  in  numbers,  Init 
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ill  the  standing  and  inlluencu  of  those  concerned  In  it. 
In  the  language  of  Dr.  Osgood,  uttered  tliirty  yeais 
afterwards,  This  was  a  tryiug  time  to  uie  and  to 
many  of  niy  parishioners.  Families,  who  liaihlong 
worshiped  in  the  same  sanctuary,  and  wlio  had  en- 
joN'ed  uiost  familiar  and  deliglitful  intercourse,  ;nid 
some  of  Avhom  were  united  in  the  tenderest  l)(mds  of 
consanguinity^  were  sundered  for  a  time.  If  no 
speeches  of  recrimination  werc^  mad<\  there  were  l)it- 
ter  feelings  with  some  on  hotli  sides."  in  tliis  crisis, 
it  was  fortunate  for  the  stahilit}^  of  this  church  and 
its  pastor  that  the  oflicers  of  the  chnrcli  were  not 
only  good  men,  hut  wise  men.  'I'hey  stood  hrim  and 
(he  pasLor  felt  that  his  hands  were  strengtheneth  It 
was  also  fortunate  that  tlie  minister,  ^\^ho  was  settled 
over  the  new  Unitarian  Society.  w;is  a  -'entlema.n  of 
peculiar  amiahility  and  disposed  to  peace.  The  era 
of  ill-feeling  gradually  piissed  aAvay.  and  forhearancc 
and  courtesy  eventuallj'  characterized  the  intercourse 
of  the  parties. 

I  In  ISliT,  Mr.  Osii'ood  received  the  honorary  deii-ree 
of  doctor  of  diyinity  from  Ih'inceton  College,  and  Avas 
afterwards  usually  addressed  and  spoken  of  ])y  that 
title.  4die  actiye  pastorate  of  Dr.  Osgood  continued 
down  to  May,  18o4,  a  period  of  forty-live  years.  At 
that  tiuie,  when  he  h;ul  reached  the  full  period  of 
threescore  and  ten  }'cars,  he  retired  fi'om  the  acti\e 
duties  of  the  pastoral  oflice,  altliough  continuing  still 
to  I'etain  tlie  pastoral  I'clation  to  the  end  of  his  life. 
Ilis  death  occurred  on  the  Sth  of  Decemher,  ISA\'2.  It 
might  haye  heen  said  of  him  :  TTis  eye  was  not  dim, 
or  his  natural  force  ahated."  It  is  rare  that  the  d(\ith 
of  a  minister,  or  indeed  of  a:y/  citizen.,  leayes  so  wide 
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a  ill  the  coiniiiuiiit}-  Axliuri}  lie  lias  resided,  as  did 
tluit  of  Dr.  Osgood.  I'or  more  than  liali"  a  centiii'\' 
lie  had  taken  a  proiuiiient  })ai't  in  the  moral  and  i-e- 
ligions  movements  ol:  this  town.  No  man  av;is  so 
iiniversall}'  known  to  the  people  as  he.  Few  hnd  so 
strong  a  hold  upon  their  respect  and  sym[)ath\'.  lie 
was  ever  prom])t  to  extend  a  helping  hnnd  to  the 
suftering  })oor^  who  came  under  his  observation  ;  his 
hospitality  w\as  misthited^  although  often  si'wrely 
taxed.  Occup3^ing,  as  he  did,  the  ])Osition  of  minister 
of  the  first  parish  of  the  largest  town  in  Western  ]\las- 
sacluisettSj  at  tlie  con(hience  of  travel  from  every 
(pmrter  of  the  compass,  his  house  was  pre-eminenny 
a  minister's  tavern.  lie  was  a  genial  man,  social  in 
his  tastes  and  habits,  fond  of  conversation,  and  ready 
to  take  an  iictive  })art  in  it.  He  possessed  an  im- 
mense fund  of  anecdote,  with  which  he  Avas  ac(ais- 
tomed  to  interest  and  amuse  tliose  in  whose  compau}' 
he  chanced  to  l)e.  His  own  peculiar  traits  of  charac- 
ter have  made  him  the  suljject  of  man}'  anecdotes, 
^[any  of  these  have  found  their  wa}'  into  the  ])i'']jlic 
prints  since  his  death.  Some  of  them,  1  have  no 
doubt,  of  an  ai)Ocryphal  character  ;  such,  I  am  as- 
sured, is  one  recently  ])u])lished,  ^vhieh  represents  him 
as  reschidimr  an  arranu-ement  to  exchange  Avith  IJev. 
Mr.  Storrs,  of  Longineadow,  in  order  to  coid'ute  an 
assertion  of  his  brother  minister,  Avhen  they  nu't  on 
their  way,  that  it  had  been  fore-ordained  from  all 
eternity  that  they  should  exchange  pulpits  on  that 
particular  Sabljath.  Dr.-  Osgood  was  too  staunch  a 
believer  in  the  docti'ine  of  the  Divine  decrees,  ever 
to  have  indulged  in  a  caprice  of  that  kind.  It  ma}' 
have  l)eeu  true  of  some  other  clergyman,  but  never 
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of  liini.  Dr.  Osgood  eiijoyed,  to  a  I'oiiinrkaljlo  extent, 
the  most  rolnist  health  dui'ing  tlie  ^vhole  ot  his min- 
istei'i.'il  life.  In  reviewing  his  ministr}^  at  the  end  of 
forty  years,  he  chiinied,  and  with  justice,  that  he  had 
never  heen. detained  from  his  pulj/it  a  single  Sa])l);uli 
01^  account  of  sickness.  His  person  was  manly,  indi- 
cating un(X)mmon  physical  strength.  I  ha  v."  heard  it 
said  of  him  that  in  his  prime  he  was  the  most  athletic: 
man  in  Siirhio'held.  JManv  anecdotes  ai'e  told  of  liim 
in  this  regard,  some  of  tliem  quite  annising.  \\\  any 
notice  of  Dr.  Osgood,  as  the  pastor  of  this  church, 
and  uiinister  of  this  parish,  a  position  affording  a  held^ 
of  great  nsefuhiess  so  long  tilled  h}'  him  with  acce[)t- 
ance,  it  is  pro})er  that  there  should  ))e  some  mention 
of  the  invaluahle  aid,  which  he  derived  from  his  wife. 
She  was  indeed  an  exemplary  "woman,  one  who  may 
he  safely  held  up  as  a  model  to  the  Avives  of  ministers 
all  over  the  land.  This  parish  appreciated  her  use- 
fulness in  the  station  she  filled  here,  and,  as  some  ex- 
pression of  its  res])ect  for  her.  continued  to  her,  dur- 
ing her  life,  a  considerahle  })art  of  the  ainuiity  which 
had  heen  paid  to  her  hus])and.  She  survived  him  l)e- 
tween  eigl)t  and  nine  years,  i^lthough  Dr.  Osgood 
wrote  more  than  two  thousand  sermons,  some  of 
them  of  rare  a])ility,  and  delivered  on  occasions  of  un- 
usual puhlic  interest,  A'et,  with  only  one  or  two  ex- 
ce[)tions,  none  of  them  were  evei'  puhllshed.  He  had 
an  almost  iuvincil)le  re])Ugnance  to  having  liis  ser- 
mons printed.  xYt  the  close  of  the  fortielli  year  of 
his  ministry,  he  ])reaclied  a  discourse  fr(nn  Acts.  2()th 
chapter,  LiOtli  and  27th  Acrses,  in  which  he  re\  icwed 
his  ministry  from  his  settlement  down  to  tiiat  time. 
It  was  a  disccnu'se  of  great  interest  aiid  power,  and 
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the  cliurch  sti'oiigly  solicited  and  obtained  hi>s  consent 
to  its  publication. 

It  lias  been  already  stated  that  the  deacons  odicia- 
tin<4*  dnring  tlie  earlier  portion  of  Dr.  Osgood's  pas- 
torate, A\'ere  Channcey  Brewer,  (Jeorge  Bliss  and  John 
Hooker. 

Dea.  Hooker  died  on  the  Gth  oi:  March,  18:^0,  at 
the  age  of  sixty-seven.  Dea.  (Jeorge  liliss  survived 
him  one  year,  and  died  on  the  Stli  oi"  March,  18.:)(),  at 
tlie  age  of  sixty-tive.  Eight  days  afterwards  Dea. 
Channcey  BroAver  died,  on  the  IGth  of  March,  1.830, 
at  the  age  of  eighty-seven.  Owing  to  his  age  and 
intii'inilies,  he  had  retired  from  active  (hity  in  the 
ollice  for  some  years,  and,  about  the  year  181^2,  Col. 
Solomon  Warriner  was  chosen  a  deacon  to  take  his 
place.  Col.  Warriner  was  a  native  of  Wilbraham, 
from  which  place  he  removed  to  Springfield  a])out  the 
3'ear  1800.  From  Springfield  he  removed  to  Bitts- 
held,  and  resided  there  until  December,  1820,  when  he 
returned  to  Springfield,  and  resided  here  dm'ing  the 
remainder  of  his  life.  Before  leaving  Springfield  he 
had  been  tlie  leader  of  tlie  choir,  and  upon  his  return, 
he  was  I'e-instated  in  the  same  position,  and  coiitinued 
to  preside  over  the  music  of  this  church  for  more 
than  a  cpiarter  of  a  century.  During  about  the  same 
period  of  time  he  held  the  odice  of  deacon.  He  was 
also  for  many  j^ears  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath- 
school.^^  Jn  September,  1810.  he  took  a  di>missiou  to 
the  South  Church  in  this  city.  He  died  June  11, 
1800,  at  the  aire  of  eiglitv-two.  Boarduian  Hubbmd 
was  chosen  a  deacon,  April  0,  1826,  thus  lucreasuig 
the  number  of   deacons,  performing  actual  service, 
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from  tlirec  to  four.  Der..  Hii1jl)ar(l  wjis  (Mirplovjd 
ill.  the  United  States  Armory,  and  resided  on  tiic  lull. 
He  united  with  this  rlnii'eh  Ijv  leiler  from  a  cliin'cli  in 
jMiddletown,  in  jMareli,  ISl!},  and  ^\■as  dismissed  to  the 
Fourtli  Cliur(di,  now  tlie  Olivet  Clnn-eh,  at  some  tiiiu} 
l)etween  I8.'>C)  and  lSi4,  proljahi}'  about  1841.  Dan- 
iel I3onte('(ni  and  (leorire  Merriam  Avei'e  clecL-d  dca- 
cons,  j\Iar(di  5,  I8oo.  JMr.  Merriam  lield  the  olliee 
until  Mareli  (),  184'2,  ^vlien  ^vitli  tliirly-two  (;ll)(>r  mem- 
bers, lie  Avas  disnussed  to  unite  in  tlie  orLi'ani/.al  ion 
of  the  South  ('hureh.  Dea.  Eontecou  eonl iniied  .  to 
olliciate  until  May  2,  184 o,  Avhen  he,  too.  was  disnnsseil 
to  the  South  Chur(4i.    He  died,  November  24,  18o7. 

To  fill  the  place,  Viu-ated  by  Dea.  ^tlei'riani;  r>en- 
jamin  Kldi'idge  was  elected,  A[)i-il  LJ,  18-12,  and  still 
retains  the  ollicc  of  a  deacon  ot:  this  chureli,  although 
l)y  reason  ol"  infirmil}^,  he  has  for  several  years  i-e- 
tired  from  all  active  sei-vice.  At  this  period  it  was 
the  usau;e  ol"  the  (4iui"(4i  to  have  foui"  deacons,  but  it 
was  rare  that  the  olliee  was  lilled  l)y  that  nannber. 
La}'  meud)e]'s  were  very  often  called  ujion  to  olliciate 
at  Connn union  seasons.  'Jdiere  being  but  three  in- 
ciuul)erds  in  NoYend)er,  1843,  the  church  attem[4ed 
to  sccui'c  a  sullicient  nund)er  of  ollicers  jjy  electing 
three  additional  deacons,  but  only  one,  Elijah  \\ . 
l)ickins(m,  accepted  the  olliee.  lie  held  it  until  he 
was  disnussed  to  join  the  North  (/hurch.  (/hanncey 
Cliapin  rmited  with  the  church  by  profession,  M;iy  o, 
1844,  being  then  past  middle  life.  Three  years  after- 
wards, he  was  chosen  the  cleilc  of  the  chnrch,  and,  on 
the  21st  of  April,  1848,  he  was  elected  a  deacon. 
Both  of  these  otlices  he  held  until  his  death,  which 
occurred  May  G,  1851,  at  the  age  of  sixty-two. 
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About  tills  time  tliere  was  an  important  cliange  in 
the  policy  of  the  churcli  as  to  the  tt'iuire  of  the  ollicc 
of  deacon.  From  tlie  earliest  period  of  its  existence, 
this  oflice.liad  ahva\'s  l>eeii  regarded  as  one  to  be  licld 
i'or  life.  Foi'  some  jeai's,  great-  dillicully  bad  ];cen 
ex[)erieneed  in  iinding  men  (pialilied,  ^vlio  wei-e  will- 
ing to  nndei'take  its  duties,  \bieancies  ^vere  ire- 
(pienlly  occurring,  and  most  of  tbose  Avbom  llie 
eliurcb  selected  to  fill  tlicm  ^vei'e  mnvilbng  to  acce[)t 
the  ollice.  ]n  the  lio})e  to  obviate  Ibis  dillicult}',  it 
was  decided,  at  a  meeting  beld  July  12^  18-jU;  to. elect 
two  deacons  for  tbe  teriu  of  live  3'ears.  Daniel  liey- 
nolds  was  elected,  and  accepted  tbe  ollice.  Two 
otbers  were  successively  cboscn,  but  botb  of  tbem 
decbned.  From  tbat  time  to  tbe  2:)resent,  tbe  cburdi 
bas  adbered  to  tbe  policy  of  electing  ils  deacons  for 
limited  terms,  sometimes  for  live  years,  sometimes 
for  tbree  years.  I>y  a  permanent  rule  of  tbe  cburcb, 
adopted  in  LS71,tbe  tennre  is  ]iow  iixed  at  six  }'ears. 
Under  tbe  limited  term  system  tbirteen  dilTerent  per- 
sons bave  beld  tins  ollice. 

Upon  tbe  retirement  of  Dr.  Osgood  from  tbe  active 
duties  of  bis  pastorate,  tbe  cburcb  and  ])arisb  wllli 
great  nnanindty  extended  a  call  to  Eev.  Henry  M. 
Parsons,  tbcn  a  student  in  tbe  Tlieological  Seminar \^ 
at  East  Windsor,  to  be  bis  successor.  Tbat  cab  was 
accepted,  and  ]Mr.  Parsons  ordained  on  tbe  iifteentb 
of  November,  1854.  He  continued  liere  just  sixteen 
years,  enjoying  tbe  alfection  and  confidence  —  ever 
inci'easing  —  of  tbis  cburcb  and  peo]de,  wben.  from  a 
conviction  tbat  duty  called  bim  to  anotber  iield  of  la- 
bor, be  sono-bt  and  obtained  tbe  reluctant  consent  of 
bis  people  to  a  dissolution_^of  bis^j)astoral  relation  to 
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tliis  cliurcli.  Tlie  history  oT  his  laljors  licre  iiiust  be 
left  to  later  times.  To  him  succeeded  our  present 
pastor.*  Long  iiiay  it  he  before  it  will  I)e  time  to  re- 
cord the  events  of  his  ministiy. 

Having  now  brought  down  tliis  histoi'v  of  the 
church  and  parish  as  far  as  1  [)ro[)ose,  1.  now  recur 
briefly  to  an  earlier  period,  in  order  to  state  some 
matters  of  interest,  that  could  not  be  convenienllv 
hitroduced  in  the  regidar  course  of  the  nari'ative. 
There  are  some  things  in  our  early  parochial  lils(()r\'. 
A\diich  appear  strange  to  our  inodern  ]de;is.  One  of 
these  is  the  })ractice  that,  from  the  time  of  the  erec- 
tion of  the  fu'st  meeting-house  down  to  the  jiresent 
one,  seems  to  have  pre\ailed,  of  a  periodical  ;issign- 
inu'  of  seats  to  the  conii'reLfat ion.  Thus  \n  "TtG-t, 
^vlien  the  town  and  ])arish  Avere  identical,  a  vote  of 
this  kind  is  recorded:  ^vDec.  oO,  1004.  It  is  ordered 
y^  the  Selectiiiejt  and  Deacon  or  deacons  shall  from 
tyme  to  tyme  seate  persons  in  y''  meeting  house  either 
higher  or  lower  according  as  in  their  sound  discreiion 
they  shall  judge  most  meete."  AVliat  a  strange  jum- 
ble of  ollicials  here,  selectmen  and  deacons,  uniting 
in  this  delicate  and  ditticult  duty  of  seating  persons 
^'higher  or  lower,"  at  their  discretion.  A  month 
later,  in  January,  IGOo,  is  found  j-ecorded  an  order  of 
the  selectmen,  which  J  transcrii)e  in  full  as  a  curious 
specimen  of  the  way  in  which  tbe  parochial  })olice  ol 
those  days  was  administered.  It  is  in  lliese  ^\■()rds: 
i^'orasmucli  as  order  is  beautifull  especially  in  y' 
house  of  God  y"^'  want  thereolT  is  displeasing  to 
(h)d  breeds  disturbance  atnong  men — Ar.d  \vlicrc- 
as  it  doth  ap])ear  divers  young  persons  and  some- 
times others,  notwithstanding  Iheir  being  called  upi)n 
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.  Doe  yet  neglect  to  attend  unto  such  order,  as  is  pre- 
scrihed  them  either  for  tlieir  sitting  in  y''  marilwj: 
liouse^  or  for  their  reforming  of  disoi'ders  in  <S:  ;il)out 
3^*^'  meeting  house  in  ty me  of  Gods  Puhlike  Avorslitp — 
It  is  therefore  hereh\'  ordered  that  Avliosoever  of  I  his 
Townesliip  shall  not,  from  tyme  to  tyme  to  their  sit- 
ting in  meeting  house,  su].)mit  themselvs  to  tlie 
ordering  of  y"  Selectmen  &  Deacons,  or  such  as  are 
inipowei'ed  to  seatc  &  order  persons  in  y''  meeting 
house — All  sucli  persons  as  shall  refuse  or  neglect  to 
attend  unto  order  as  aforesaid  shall  forfeite  as  is  liere- 
in  after  expressed,  viz. :  llee  or  shee  that  shall  not 
take  his  or  her  seate  ordered  y'"  fro  tyme  to  t}'nie  huL 
shall  in  y"^  days  or  tymes  of  Gods  Puhlike  worship 
Goe  into  ahide  in  any  other  seate,  appointed  for 
some  other,  Such  disorderly  person  or  persons  for  y*^ 
lirst  olfence  shall  forfeit  three  shillings  four  pence  to 
y"  towne's  treasury."  By  the  same  authority  it  was 
ordered  that  the  seat  formerly  called  tlie  guard  seat 
should  1)0  for  smaller  l)oys  to  sit  in  ^^that  they  may  he 
more  in  sight  of  y'^  congregation."  In  this  seat  none 
^N'cre  perjiiitted  to  sit  "above  y''  age  of  1-1  or  15 
yea  res." 

It  appears  that  in  the  earlier  pei'iod  of  our  paro- 
chi;d  history,  care  was  taken  that  the  men  and  women 
should  he  seated  in  separate  seats.  The  first  imiova- 
tion  upon  this  practice  ap])ears  to  have  been  in  the 
yeai-  1751,  when  the  parish  'M'oted  that  the  conniiit- 
tee  for  scatinir  the  meetinu*  house  he  directed  to  seat 
the  men  and  ^vomen  promisciioiislv."  But  in  order 
that  those  of  tender  sensil)ilities  slioidd  not  l)e 
shocked  hy  so  great  a  departure  from  loug-estahlI>hc(l 
custom,  the  connnittee  ^vere  directed,  upon  applica- 
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tioii  being  Diadc  to  tlieiii  by  any  person  or  persons 
(lesirinLC  '^not  to  be  seated  i)roniiscuouslv.  lo  ^ o'l'atifie ' 
them  as  near  as  tbey  can."  It  is  not  snrprising  that 
the  Parisl]^ selected  Jolni  Worthington^  Es(j..  and  Mr. 
Lnke  Bliss^  two  of  tlie  Avisest  and  most  popular  men 
of  the  towii;  to  perform  tliis  delicate  duty  under  tliis 
new  condition  of  things.  After  a  time  this  matter  of 
new  seating  the  meeting-liouse  came  to  be  attended 
with  a  good  deal  oE  ditliculty.  At  a  parisli  meeting 
in  Decendjer^  1700,  the  parisli  voted  to  choose  a  seat- 
ing connnittee  of  five  ])ersons.  Twenty-two  were 
chosen  to  the  odice,  all  of  Avhom  refused  to  serve. 
The  meeting  was  theji  adjourned  two  days.  At  the 
adjonrned  meeting,  it  Avas  voted  to  reconsider  the 
vote,  providing  for  a  committee  of  live,  and  as  a  sub- 
stitute, it  was  determined  that  a  connnittee  of  three 
should  nominate  a  connnittee  of  twenty-one  persons. 
|of  wdiicli  the  nominating  connnittee  should  be  them- 
iselves  members,  and  from  these  tAvent}'-one,  seven 
Ipersons  Avere  to  be  drawn  (by  lot  I  suppose)  who 
[should  seat  the  meeting-lionsc,  and  report  at  an  ad- 
joiu'ned  meeting  about  one  month  later.  This  Avas 
done  and  the  report  of  this  committee,  charged  Avith 
this  delicate  duty,  Avas  finally  acce})ted.  This  seating 
held  good  for  four  years,  but  in  1704  it  Avas  found 
necessary'  to  reseat,  and  su])stantially  the  same  proc- 
ess Avas  re})eated.  The  practice  of  seating  the  meet- 
ing-house continued  until  the  erection  of  the  present 
house  in  1810.  A  record  of  a  pailsh  meeting  held 
April  5,  1737,  indicates  the  rule  by  Avhicli  the  assign- 
ment of  seats  Avas  then  regulated.  It  Avas  '^Aoted 
that  the  age  of  Pei'sons  and  iheire  own  Estates  as 
they  stand  upon  the  iist  (Negros  Excepted)  are  the 
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Principal  l^iile  iliat  said  Com^*"^  are  to  !)o  o-ovenicd  l)y 
in  tlieirc  prosccdings  and  any  other  Dignity  that  anv 
Parsons  may  l)e  Cdothed  or  attended  witliall  ^hall  ])e 
Left  Discressionary  ^vI{h  sd  Connnitte." 

In  tlicsc  modern  days,  when  onr  city  niainlalns 
^ylt^\  so  large,  and  j^et  at  so  reasona])le  and  [)i-()p('r  an 
ex])enditure,  its  organized  and  paid  lire  department^ 
with  all  its  erpiipment  of  hrc  steamers,  I'eservoirs.  hy- 
di-ants  and  telegraphic  fire  alarms,  but  fe^v,  if  any, 
among  the  ])resent  inha])itants  of  onr  city,  are 
aware  how  largely  the  means  for  extinguishing  fires, 
not  a  century  since,  were  ])rovided  and  controlled  l)y 
this  parish.  Yet  the  record  shows  tliat  in  No\'eniher, 
1702,  the  parish  granted  for  the  pnrpose  of  defray- 
ing the  expense  of  building  the  engine-house  the  sum 
of  six  ])Oun(ls,  eleven  shillings,  two  pence  and  two 
farthings;  and  in  March  1794,  voted  to  pay  the  ex- 
pense of  five  poles  for  the  lire  wards,  and  also  to  pay 
for  two  lire-hooks  and  six  leather  buckets  f:.:r  tlie  use 
of  the  fire-engine.  And  the  same  year,  Pitt  Bliss  was 
paid  two  pounds^  twelve  shillings  and  six  })ence  for 
the  six  buckets  and for  repairing  the  hose  to  the  en- 
gine." Not  content  with  repairing  the  old  hose,  the 
parish,  in  17U8,  voted  that  "Jonathan  Dwight,  Esq., 
William  Ely  and  Pitt  Pliss  be  a  connnittee  to  exam- 
ine the  hose  beloni>-inL!:  to  the  enu'ine,  and  if  they 
judge  it  necessary,  to  procure  a  new  one  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Parish."  Precisely  how  the  extinguish- 
ing of  fires  came  to  be  regarded  as  a  pai'ochial  duty, 
may  not  be  ([uite  clear,  ])ut  certainly  there  can  1)0 
nothing  in  it  inconsistent  with  practical  Christ ianit}'. 

Looking  back  from  the  stand-point  we  now  occu])y, 
upon  the  past  history  of  this  church,  and  tracing  it 
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tlii'ougli  all  the  vicissitudes  of  two  Imndred  and  tliir- 
ty-eight  years,  down  to  the  present  nionient,  avc  c;in 
see  that,  while  it  has  liad  its  alternations  of  })rosj)(.'r- 
ity  and  of  trial — sometimes  depresseil  hy  disasters 
the  most  discouraging,  iit  other  times  rejoicing  in  the 
con^sciousncss  of  vigorous  gro\vth  —  the  tolvcns  of  a 
kind  Providence,  watching  const antlv  over  and  pro- 
tecting it,  have  ever  been  cons])icuous.  Many  col- 
onies have  ^;'one  out  from  it,  that  have  ])ecome  stromr 
and  prosperous  churches/^  To  some  of  these  in  tlu'ii' 
infancy  tins  church  extended  a  helping  haud,  until 
they  ceased  to  need  help.  All  ot  them,  without  ex- 
ception, have  become  centres  of  inlhience,  ditfiisiug 
Christian  light  and  love  througli  the  community 
around  them.  To  all  these,  this  church  can  point 
with  maternal  atVection  and  pride  and  sa} ,  ^' These  are 
my  jewels."  These  repeated  drafts,  that  have  been 
made  n})on  the  numl)ers  of  tliis  ancient  chui'ch,  have 
not  in  any  degree  exhausted  its  resources,  or  impaired 
its  strength.  It  stands  to-day  —  on  the  s})ol  where  it 
had  its  birth,  and  where,  through  almost  two  centuries 
and  a  half,  it  has  ever  stood  —  witli  a  larger  mem])er- 
sliip  than  ever  before.  United  in  itself,  and  united 
in  a  pastor,  whom  it  loves  and  honors,  it  can  with 
reverent  gratitude  to  Clod  exclaim: 

"How  arc  tliy  siT\ants  b]esse<.l,  (J  Lord, 
How  j^iiro  is  tli"ir  drtviij^c, 
ICLeriiMl  wisdom  is  llicir  .^irulc, 
Their  hc]i>.  Oiimii'olouij'j." 
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A.  .  -  • 

Ishi.  JoTix  NoiiTOX^  ^'one  of  the  rcvorcnil  elders  oi  TpswicTi," 
was  seleetcJ  tu  write  an  answer  to  I\lr.  I'^'uelioirs  book  "  witli  all 
oouveniriit  s[)eed."  It  was  recoiiiinei)(l(jd  tliat  Mr.  1 'n'iicIioii 
slioiiM  take  tliis  answer  lionie  witli  liini  •'^  to  eonsitk-r  tlierrot  "* — 

For  liis  sliare  in  tlie  attempt  to  euiivince  l/'ynelion  of  liis  enor 
Mr.  Nortiin  ^vas  aNvarJed  twenty  pounds  ky  tlie  Geni-j-al  (\»iirt, 
and  kis  production  ordered  to  ke  sent  to  Engkmd  to  kc  printed. 

.\fter  liis  return  to  Jkigkind,  iAIr.  l*yneko]i  wrote  and  puklislied 
a  reply  to  Mr.  Norton's  i)Ook. 

B. 

Tke  use  of  tke  g-round  at  tke  foot  of  Elm  street  as  a  training- 
field  soon  gave  way  to  its  use  as  a  kurial-gi-onnd.  Idie  lots  tlms 
occupied  were  on  eitker  side  of  I'^lm  street,  extending  from  wliat 
is  now  AValer  street,  ^vitkin  a  fr'W  feet  of  tke  margin  of  tlie 
River  kank.  Tke  general  care  and  control  of  Ikese  lots  was  ex- 
eivised  l>y  tkis  parisk.  Xearly  all  tlie  kurials  in  tkis  part  of  tlie 
town  were  in  tliem  until  the  opcuiing  of  tke  pre^mit  ccinctrry  in 
18 IJ.  i>y  an  arrangement  ketween  tke  ]-»arisk  and  tke  proprietors 
of  tke  cemetery,  to  wkick  tke  consent  of  friends,  so  far  as  ]»os- 
sikle,  Avas  oktained,  all  tke.  remains  in  tlie  old  kuiaal-grounds 
were  removed  to  a  new  resting-place,  more  remote  from  tke  rum- 
kle  of  the  cars  and  tke  sliriek  of  the  locomotive. 
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C. 

j\Ir.  Ih't'wcr  j)iil)lis]icMl  one  st-rnion  deli vorcd  hy  liim,  i^^;tl^•]l  2^, 
1724,  entitled,  CJod's  lielj)  to  be  soi'ulit  in  time  of  war,  witli  a 
due  s(Mise  of  tlie  \-anit_v  of  \sliat  liclp  man  can  alTord.""  This  dis- 
course I  liave  never  seen.  Kcv.  I)r.  S[)r:ii;iu;  says  of  il  :  [  t  is 
a  respeetaLIe  j)erforinanee,  and  indicates  a  spirit  of  ardent  piet\  /' 

D. 

Aidie  followiui^:  entries  in  the  records  of  deatlis  in  S[)rin_ij,lield 

indicat*^  tlie  individuals  referre<l  to: 

''Iveice  J'x-durtha  w:is  drowned  dead  March  IS  KiS.'J 
John  I'.odurtlia  was  drowned  dead  i^^arcll  IS  IfiS.S  • 
Lydia^   Uodurtlia  the  wife  of  Joseph  Ijodurtha  was  drowned 

dead  .Alarch  IS  KkS,']/' 

E. 

]\rr.  Breclc's  letter  of  acceptance  is  recorded  as  i'olIo^vs  : 

Ti)  the  'ni]i(d)if(futs  of        J-'irst  .I'rrcinct  in  Spfi // '/jh  /d. 

1  can't  I)ut  witli  pleasure  and  Thanlcfullness  take  Notice  of  the 
( J  reate.  kindness  and  al'fec-t  inn  which  yon  luu'e  Mxpresse*!  tome  in 
itluit  after  s._)  many  Dif'hcultys  you  liave  Done  nie  the  Honiiour  to 
invite  luc  to  settle  witli  you  in  the  work  of  (he  I'^aii^elical 
IMinistry  and  X(nv  being  ])esired  to  sigiiihe  to  you  my  inclina- 
tion relating  to  tliat  affair  1  would  say  that  1  Tjook  upon  it  to  he 
a  nuitter  of  importance  and  very  well  worthy  of  a  serious  consid- 
erati<ui  and  thercd'ore  I  have  Indeavored  in  the  best  manner  I  was 
able  i>  weigli  it  witli  all  the  circunistances  aiul  coiise< |ueuces  of 
it,  and  u[>  >n  the  most  calm  and  delibei'ate  ]']xaminat ion  of  the 
matter  L  have  bnind  man}'  olxstacles  in  the  way  ^vh'''  have  b'>  a 
greate  discouragement  to  my  accepting  your  calk  particularly  the 
nneasyness  of  some  of  the  Xeighbouriug  ministers,  which  1  su[»- 
pose  yoii  are  all  sensible  I  have  J  ndea\  or(.'d  to  ]J(MMo\  r.  and  it 
was  my  Design' to  have  nsed  some  furtluu'  methods  with  them  to 
remove  their  'uneasiness  'R<dating  to  the  affaire  of  AFr.  Clap  (as  L 
hinted  to  you  at  your  Last  m(M'ting)  but  (indiug  that  there  have 
since  some  otlier  dit'hcultys  arose  Ivelatiug  to  my  Ivxaminat  ion  at 
lioston  wli<^''^  cant  so  well  be  issued  by  the  Xeig!d>ouring  min- 
isters alone  and  also  seeing  (as  I  a[)prehend)  that  some  of  them 
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liavi'  l)ecii  Itidiisirions  a;j,-;iiiisl  me,  1  liiid  iii\-s('lf  disliavlcMirii  from 
usiiiu'  any  furtlitT  (Midcavoiirs  witli  tluiu.  Not  that  1  (K'-i.^r), 
drsin'  that  tlicsc  tliiir^'s  sli(_)iihl  he  Inislit  up  in  sil^Micc  'uit  llia( 
they  m.ay  liaAT  a  full  und  fa're  houring  hetort'  Proper  rcrsons.  An- 
otlnT  create  diseouragement  to  my  accejitin-- your  Invitation  is 
the  dissat  isfaetioii  I  hnd  anion^-st  some  of  your  own  Pcoph.  ^vllom 
1  am  vevy  loth  to  ,nTei\-e,  And  als(^  tlu'  CM'eatne-<s  of  tho  work,  and 
my  (uvn  inequality  to  it;  these  I  say  ha\H'  l)eeii  verv  L;reatc  I  )is- 
,/ouraL;-ements  to  mo,  but  notwithstanding^  also  I  am  unwillinu-  to 
disoldi-e  any  either  of  the  ]\Iinistry  or  of  your  o^vn  l*e'i)«le  yet 
after  Kepeated  application  to  the  Tlirone  of  (iraee  for  direct  ion 
and  to  my  friends  for  advice  and  also  after  the  most  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  case,  I  cant  hut  thiidc  it  my  dut}-  to  t^niply 
^vith  your  desires  and  humbly  ilolying  npon  the  1 J raciotis  Ih-es- 
encc  and  assistance  of  God,  I  accept  yony  call,  asking-  your 
[)rayers  for  me  that  God  would  carry  me  thrcnigh  the  create  work 
which  he  seems  in  his  I*ro-\  idence  to  call  me  nido.  For  w  ho  is  sufli- 
cient  for  these  things.  And  let  it  l)e  our  united  prayers  ami  m- 
dea\'onrs  y^  bouth  you  and  I  may  be  nnder  the  divine  Gon(hu't 
and  direction,  that  my  settlement  nmy  be  made  happy  amoii'_;;>t 
you,  and  that  we  may  bo  made  Great  TUossings  to  each  other. 
jMay  we  Live  Happyly  togather  in  this  AVorld  and  sj)end  a  happy 
Eternity  togather  in  the  world  to  come.  Xow  that  (Jrace,  Afercy 
and  Peace  nuw  be  ninltiplyed  unto  you  is  the  hart  \'  .Prayer  and 
sincear  desire  of 

Your  fi'icnd  and  servant 

TvOiiEKT  Bkeck*' 

T  do  not  know  whether  the  peculiar  spelling  in  thi.-  letter  a.s 
recorded,  is  due  to  Air.  P)reck,  or  to  Air.  'L'liomas  Stebbins,  the 
l*arisli  Clerk  of  that  da\',  but  conjecture  to  the  clerk. 

F. 

The  covenant,  entitling  those  consenting  to  it  to  baptism  for 
themselves  or  their  children,  called  the  ^'^  Halfway  Covenant,"*  was 
in  these  words:  '-You  ])rofessing  your  serious  belief  of  the 
Christian  religion,  ;is  it  is  contained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  do 
now  seriou>l \-  and  vei'V  solemnly  give  np  yourself  to  (jod  in  our 
Ti(»rd  Jcsns  Christ,  resoU'iug  with  his  hel[)  to  conf(»rm  your  life  to 
the  rule-  of  his  holy  r^digion  so  long  as  yon  liv<\.  and  n-iKUifing 
of  all  things  wherein  you  have  transgressed,  you  give  yourself  to 
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tlic  Lord  Jchovali,  who  is  llic  I'^dlicr,  tlie  Son,  and  irMl\-  (jln^t, 
aiiil  rc'(H'i\"o  liiiii  as  your  Cjto(l  and  portion.  Von  ui\a'  yonrsdl'  io 
ihv  T.ord  Jesus  ('lirist  ami  roly  upon  liiin  as  llic  I  lead  df  ]ii>  ju'o- 
plc  in  tlu;  covenant  of  yract  ,  and  as  your  l'roi)]i('t,  I*]-ir>l  anil 
.King  forever.-  V'ou  do  sidunit  to  tin;  laws  of  Ins  k  i  n  u;'doni,  as 
tlicy  are  adnnnistered  anioiiL;-  tliis  Lis  jtrojilcj  and  will  lifrcwdli 
l»t'  at  pains  tool)lain  lliat.  furllicr  [)rc[iarat  ion  of  the  Sanctuar\-. 
whieli  nia}'  cndiolilen  your  further  ap[)roae]ies  to  tlie  eujoymeid 
of  ^)od  in  all  liis  ordinances."' 

G. 

The  orij^in  and  earliest  In.stor^^  of  the  SabLatli  sclior.l  lun-e  is 
involved  in  some  uncertainty.  AVhen  tlie  preseid  (dnirch  edilicc 
wa-<  iirst  oecupie<l,  in  Au<4ust.  ISll),  f(n-  I'eligious  Mor^liip.  the 
h>al'l_)at  li-Mdiool  was  a  recogan/cd  iustilution.  .Its  Instory  in  ihi' 
interwd  between  the  deniolitiuu  of  the  old  meeting-house  in  the 
s[)ring  of  ISp),  und  the  occupation  of  the  new  in  Augu.-r,  can  he 
traced.  _\  fi'W  j)crs<)ns  renicinlu'r  the  sidiool  in  tlio  old  hou.vr. 
lait  when  it  was  lirst  gathei-ed  there  and  how  long  it  was  taught 
there,  can  not  so  clearly  l>e  ascei-tained.  The  result  of  nuiny  in- 
(piiries  and  much  investigation,  points  to  181S  as  the  year  wdien 
the  lirst  school  was  gathere<l  in  the  old  nieeting-lunise. 

It  is  prohal.dc!  that  at  Jirst  it  was  niuler  Hie  su[>('rvi>ion  <a]id  in- 
structi(»n  of  a  fi'w  ladies,  with  occa-^ioiud  aiil  from  genllcnicii,  hid 
soon  came  io  have  a  corps  of  male  leacdicj's.  Tlnu-e  is  in  souu' 
nnnds  an  impression  —  ])erha})s  a  recollection  —  that  still  earlier 
there  was  instruction  given  on  the  Sahhath  in  a  ])rivate  house  to 
a  few  children,  probably  girls,  aiid  it  is  quite  likely  that  this  may 
luive  l)een  the  nucleus  of  the  school  afterwards  gathered  in  the 
<dd  meeting-house  about  1818.  AVhen  the  ohl  house  was  talvcn 
down,  the  new  church,  wdiich  had  been  erected  just  in  Ihe  rear  of 
it,  was  not  ready  for  nse.  The  religious  services  of  the  cnigre- 
gatioJi  were  conducted  during  tlie  interval  in  the  old  Court-house, 
wdnch  then  stood  on  the  east  side  of  Market  street,  right  where 
Sanbu-d  street  n(.nv  intersects  it.  A  part  of  tlie  Sabbath-school 
was  held  in  the  old  brick  school-house,  wh'wh  then  stoi/d  just  in 
the  rear  of  the  old  town  hall  on  State  street.  This  part  was 
proluibly  superintended  by  Judge  Hooker,  one  of  the  deacons. 
Another  portion  of  the  school  met  at  the  school-hou^e  then  stand- 
ing near  the  southerly  end  of  .Main  street,  and  was  superintended 
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iiiul  taiiLi'ht  hy  Olivor  ]>.  ]\r<>rris  and  Hoy.  Sctli  lUiss,  witli  tlir 
assistaiict,'  of  ;i  few  otluT  teacluTs. 

Tlie  pfrstMit  inoetiiii;--li()ii,se  Avas  dedicatiMl,  An^-iist  I'.t.  1Sl'.». 
and  al»out  tlw  same  tiiiH'  llie  school  was  L;-atlicin'(l  in  (liis  ediliec. 
Judge 'rolni  IFoolver  is  sM])])osed  to  have  been  its  iirst  male  supiT- 
intendent,  pi'ol»a1)ly  from  ISIO  to  IS^.'I  Ad)ont  tlic  latl'T  .iate. 
Fredericdv  A.  I'a(d\'avd  hecaiiie  tlie  sii[)erintendeiit,  and  fi'om  lliat 
tinir  Dew  t'ner'j;y  ap[>eai-s  to  liavr^  ]»cen  infnscd  info  tluj  sdiool. 
It  was  at  Iirst  icept  up  only  durini;-  tlie  warm  or  moderate  season 
of  tlie  year.  There  were  no  means  of  Avarming  the  meeting- 
honse  prior  to  1826.  Probaldy  al>ont  that  time  wintor  S.il.haih- 
s(dioi>ls  were  introduced.  ]5ut  every  spri^ig  and  autumn  a  re- 
organization took  })lace,  as  if  for  a  new  scho(d. 

Down  to  about  1828  two  sessions  a  day  appear  to  liave  IxMjn 
lield,  one  in  the  morning,  the  other  in  the  afternrxni.  (  'ertaiid}- 
in  181^2  and  ever  since,  only  one  session  a  <lay  has  l)een  Indd.  At 
first,  this  was  cither  in  the  morning  or  at  noon.  Latterly  the 
afternooii  has  Iteen  devoted  to  the  exercises  of  the  sehoid,  Tliesc 
exercisL's  originally  consisted  in  tlie  recitation  of  verse>  of  Scrij)- 
ture,  hymns,  and  answers  from  the  Assend.)ly's  CatechisUi,  Avhicli 
had  been  committed  to  nu.'mory  during  tlie  week.  At  the  close 
of  the  school  in  the  antuinn,  cards  of  proficiency  werc^  given  ti> 
the  scholars,  certifying  the  number  of  hymns  and  verses  that 
each  had  ret'ited. 

Xo  )'cc(n-d  of  the  school  prior  to  182()has  l)een  pr('ser\-e(l.  Idu- 
recoi-<l  from  1820  to  18."5t)  contains  merely  statistics  of  th<^  atlciid- 
ance,  with  an  occasional  brief  remai'lc.  The  iirst  record  of  the 
names  of  teachers  and  scholars,  and  the  organization  oi  the 
chisstvs,  l)t'ars  datc^  in  1S'>!). 

In  18'>2,  the  S[)ringtield  Sabbath-school  Society  was  formed, 
ai\d  the  managers  of  that  Society  had  for  nn\ny  years  the  charge 
of  organizing  the  scdiool,  appointing  the  su^'erintcjident  and  libra- 
rian, and  assigning  the  teachers  and  classes. 

At  a  much  later  period,  the  stdcrtion  of  superintendent  was 
left  for  a  <hort  time  to  the  scdiool,  ^vhicll  chose  that  oHic'cr  by  bal- 
lot. Afterwards,  that  responsibility  was  devolved  upon  the 
teachers. 

At  present,  the  church  has  the  entire  charge  of  the  school,  and 
annually  eh>cts  all  its  otlicers. 

An  important  event,  in  the  history  of  this  church  and  Sabbath- 
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scIkvi],  was  tlio  (M-0('ti«»ii  and  com])!*'!  ion.  in  Jnno,  IS.  I.  of  a  ni-w 
■ami  ronnnoilioiis  cliaiu'l  and  Salihat room. 

IL 

Tlio  in-st  colony  from  lliis  cliui-ch  was  in  1  ( >,  Avlion  a  clmrcli 
and  jiari^li  \vas  I'ornu'd  on  tlic  west  side  of  tin'  rivor,  indudin--  tlic 
mcmlxTs  llnm  rosidiiiL!;  in  ^\■^laf  arc  ]io\v  A\'cst  S[)rin'j,-iiclil,  Jloj- 
}-ol<:o  and  .\_u'a\vam. 

Tlio  clmrcli  and  parisli  of  Longmcadow  were  sc[)aiatcd  from 
t^iis  in  !7n;5. 

W'illn-aliarn,  then  Icnown  as  "  S[na"n u-fic]<l  ]\ronni a i ns/'  followed 
in  171  Land  (']iicope(>  in  17^)0.  Until  ('Idcojice  was  incorporated 
as  a  town,  in  IS  IS,  the  Icf^'al  designation  of  tlie  olde>t  jiai  isli 
there,  Avas  the  '"'Second  J.^irish  of  Spri nglleld."'  The  sci-ession  of 
the  Unitarian  Society,  in  ISU),  and  the  format  ii>n  of  a,  pari>h, 
made  that  the  'Idnrd  I'arish  oi  S[)rijigiicld.  The  Foni'th,  or 
Olivet  (dinrch  and  Parish,  was  formed  in  JS-)0.  Jiileven 'memhers 
of  th(!  First  ('hiirch.  at  theiu  own  request,  Avere  dismissed  to  fman 
a  IRMV  church  on  tlie  hill. 

Thirty-four  mendx'rs  of  the  First  Church  were  dismissed,  at 
their  reijuest,  to  l»e  formed  into  tlnj  South  Church,  in  US  jl?. 

Tlu^  Xorth  Church,  which  M'as  organized  in  US-l(^  and  the 
l]\[eniorial  </hnrch  in  1  SOr),  ,aUh(nigli  not  sti'ictly  colonies  fr.un 
Ithis  church;  received  largo  contributions  of  mend.iers  from  it. 


STEEEOSCOPIC  N'lEWS 

 OF  
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No.  1.  New  Court  TTousc  and  First  Clmrcli. 

2.  New  ('ourt  House.  A. 

o.  New  Court  House  1>. 

4.  New  Court  IlUfise.  C. 

5.  New  Court  House.    Main  I^ntrance. 
G.  City  Hall. 

7.  OM  Hi.uh  Scliool  BuiI.^in^i,^ 

8.  New  HiL;h  School  Jiuildiiiu,-.  A. 

9.  New  Hi-h  School  Builihii-  H. 

10.  New  Hi;,di  School  Building  and  Unitarian  Chureli. 

11.  Massasoit  House. 
12  Haynes'  Hotel. 

18.  liailroad  I)ef)ot.  A. 

14.  ]{ailroad  l^epot.    B.  '  . 

15.  ]{aih'oad  Depot  and  New  TJailroad  Bridge. 
]G.  Interior  New  Railroad  Bridge. 

17.  New  Bailroad  Bridge. 

18.  Boston  &  Albany  Hailroad  Building. 

19.  Agawani  National  Bank  J3uilding. 

20.  Daily  Union  Building. 

21.  City  Li])rary  Building.  A. 

22.  City  Library  Building.  B. 

23.  Massachusetts  Mutual  Life  Insurance  Go's  Building. 
2L  Savings  ]5ank  Building. 

25.  State  Street  M.  E.  Church. 
2G.  Unitarian  Church. 

27.  Salem  Street  Chin-cli.  '   -  '  • 

26.  Old  South  Church. 

29.  OhI  South  Church.  Interior. 

30.  Summer  House,  George  Howard's  Estate. 

31.  Main  Street,  north  jVoni  Bark  Street. 

32.  Howard  Street,  from  Main  Street.  .  ' 

33.  Elliott  Street,  from  State  Street. 

34.  0.  IE  Greenleafs  Besidence.  , 

35.  United  States  Arsenal. 

36.  Glheers'  (Quarters,  Armory  Grounds. 

37.  Bauorania  from  the  Arsenal.  A. 

38.  I'anorama  from  the  Arsenal.  B. 

39.  Panorama  from  the  Arsenal.  C 

40.  Panorama  iVoni  the  Ar-enal.    D.  •  . 
4E  Par'orama  from  the  Arsenal.  Vj. 

42.  I'anorama  from  the  Arsenal.  E. 

4;).  Panorama  from  Crescent  Hill. 

41.  Panorama  from  Long  Hill.  A. 
45.  Panorama  from  Lf)ng  Hill.  B. 
4(j.  I'anorama  from  Long  Hill,  C 

47.  Panorama  from  Long  Hill,  D. 

48.  Panorama  from  Long  Hill.  E. 

WHITNEY  &  ADAMS,  Publishers, 

S])riiig-lk'kL  Mass. 

2IaiLd  lo  anij  address  on  receipt  of  20  cents  each. 


^'Old  Cornsr  Book  Stors." 


''PITZM  AROON/' 

"Tlie  Maiyc  .Hammer/' 

A  FAIRY  STGRY, 
/  By  CHARLES  A.  BEACH, 

With  27  Spirited  Illustrations  by  the  Author. 

rricc,  .S1.25. 


WHITNEY  k  ADAMS,  Publishers, 
srn  ry  a  r  jel  d,  m\  i  ss. 


^'OLD  COENER  BOOK  STORE,''  ^ 

 .  .   

Blll  irs  E  YE  VIE  W 

SPRINGFIELD,  MASS. 


This  work,  f,Mviiicr  tlic  location  of  nearly  every  bnildiii'j,  street,  pai-k,  v<vc., 
in  tlie  C'ily,  l>een  ])repare(l  with  izreat  eare  ami  expense,  ami  will  lie  l>y 
far  the  lie>t  ueiu-ral  \  ii'\v  of  Sprinulield  e\-er  pi'oil iic-ed. 

It  is  valualile  to  e^■e'ry  one,  as  we  ,L:i\e  the  exact  location  ami  style  of  every 
llonie,  as  well  as  every  J'uhlic  liiiililini;-,  as  nearly  as  po-sihle  in  a  worlc  m) 
extensive. 

Iveal  ]']>tate  an<l  Insurance  Agents  will  tiii-1  ])arti'  ;ihirly  valiiaMe,  as 

I'roni  this  man  will  he  sliown  the  localion  and  siii-roum]in'j>  ot'  ne.iily  every 
JJtiildinL;'.  The  work  is  executeil  hy  l!ie  very  hest  As-oikiiieii  in  the  counti-y, 
is  finished  in  colors,  and  in  itself  w  ill  nial^e  a  "heautifid  picture.  i;,  5.') 

We  al<o  ])id>lish  maps  of  iloh'oke,  ^^\■»t^elll,  riiicopce  anil  Chicopee  Falls. 
VwwM,  each. 

WIUTM'V  \  ADA. MS.  PuhlislKM-s, 


Comer  !M:iif»  ami  S(al«>  Slm-t.v;. 
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